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MIND AND COSMOS: Why the Materialist Neo-Dar-
winian Conception of Nature Is Almost Certainly False
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This attempt to overcome the division from the direc-
tion of the mental extends from Berkeley...to the logical

positivists, who analyzed the physical world as a con-
struction out of sense data.
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who analyzed the physical world as a construction out
of sense data
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I suspect that the appearance of contingency in the re-
lation between mind and brain is probably an illusion,
and that it is in fact a necessary but nonconceptual con-
nection, concealed from us by the inadequacy of our
present concepts.
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The existence of consciousness seems to imply that
the physical description of the universe, in spite of its
richness and explanatory power, is only part of the truth,
and that the natural order is far less austere than it would
be if physics and chemistry accounted for everything.
If we take this problem seriously, and follow out its im-
plications, it threatens to unravel the entire naturalistic
world picture. Yet it is very difficult to imagine viable
alternatives.
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Regularities, patterns, and functional organization call

out for explanation— the more so the more frequent
they are.
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Explanation, unlike causation, is not just of an event,
but of an event under a description.
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...but that will not explain why several members of
that family died, as such, unless there is some relation
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I am putting a great deal of weight on the idea of ex-
planation, and the goal of intelligibility at which it aims
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Some things that seem to call for explanation... may

just be coincidences, whose components have unrelated
explanations.
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The explanation by standard evolutionary theory of
the purely physical characteristics of organisms is hard

enough even if one disregards consciousness.
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AN
Like any historical explanation, it will embody a great

deal of contingency...
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I find the confidence among the scientific establish-
ment that the whole scenario will yield to a purely
chemical explanation hard to understand, except as a

manifestation of an axiomatic commitment to reductive
materialism.
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among the causes of the individual deaths that makes it
antecedently likely that they would strike the group—
such as a vendetta or a genetic disease.
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AN
A naturalistic expansion of evolutionary theory to
account for consciousness would not refer to the in-
tentions of a designer. But if it aspires to explain
the appearance of consciousness as such, it would
have to offer some account of why the appearance of
conscious organisms, and not merely of behaviorally
complex organisms, was likely.
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