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Two Astronomical Passages from the Karnami-ye Ardashir Babakan (3:4-7; 4:6-7)
Leila Varahram

Abstract: The Karnami-ye Ardashir Babakan contains two astronomical passages, both of which play a crucial role
in the narrative, particularly in Ardashir’s rise to power. By depicting his victory over Ardavan as divinely decreed
through celestial signs, these passages serve to legitimize his rule. The Russian translator of the Karnamag, Olga
Chunakova, together with her collaborator Shcherbanovsky, attempted to determine the precise dates of
composition of these sections-and of the redaction of the work as a whole-based on their descriptions of the
heavens and astronomical indicators. In the present study, Antonio Panaino critically evaluates this approach,
arguing that the astronomical data in these two passages are insufficient for precise dating. Rather, their content
reflects common themes of judicial astrology and horoscopy of the period, consistent with what can be found in
the works of Dorotheus and in astrological materials transmitted through ‘Umar ibn al-Farrukhan.

Keywords: Karnami-ye Ardashir Babakan; Sasanian astronomy; judicial astrology; Dorotheus; ‘Umar ibn al-Farrukhan

Panaino, Antonio (1994). “The Two Astrological Reports of the Karnamag t Ardasir t Pabagan (111, 4-7, 1V, 6-7)”, Die
Sprache 36/2, pp. 181-98.
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