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Is Ibn Arabi the Heir of the Prophets?

An Introduction to the Book "Ibn Arabi: Heir to the Prophets" by William Chittick and Its Persian and
Arabic Translations

By: Fatemeh Aghaya

Abstract: Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi (d. 638 AH), known as "the Greatest Sheikh," is a prominent figure in
Islamic mysticism and one of the most influential personalities in theoretical Sufism. Ibn ‘Arabi's writings,
particularly his book Fusiis al-Hikam and some of its commentaries, have been taught in many religious
schools across the Islamic world for centuries. The first work of Ibn ‘Arabi to be published in the West was the
brief treatise Siifi Terminology, which was edited and published by the German orientalist Gustav Fliigel (d.
1870 CE) in 1845, along with the book al-7a rifat by Mir Sayyid Sharif Jurjani (d. 816 AH). Since then,
numerous works on Ibn ‘Arabi's ideas have been published in the West, and interest in Ibn ‘Arabi has
intensified significantly in recent decades. One of the works that introduces I Ibn ‘Arabi to the general Western
reader and provides a concise overview of his ideas is the book Ibn Arabi: Heir to the Prophets by William
Chittick. This book has been translated into Persian and Arabic. The present article introduces Chittick's book
and its translations.

Keywords: Ibn ‘Arabi, Heir to the Prophets, Haqiqat Muhammadiyya, William Chittick, Houshmand
Dehghan, Qasim Kouhdar, Mohammad Souri, Esmaeil Alikhani, Nasser Zamiriyeh.

wlb)m‘)\ﬁ\)AJLL:O,:.»«SPIJ'QL;..«JQJJU.;&waw}>)6)}#¢wujs5>6l31)\.\
i3l S5 0055 a0 Ty gdnedge (slaasSS 5 us,S






F5Y

YoV | Giangsy dul
¥ oyl | ¥ Ul

AFot 5050 9 31350

9l 0T 9 Sl pldg youdap (320

Olyse 0 Ll o 5 w31 el 5 o ale ol 5 3l IS0
s 5 S el 3l 3,0 Sle e 31t (S133 31 Jatams ol 5050
ol 375 o 4 5 e Lopas 5 Dl (606 it 4 St ool
Olgzr 5 Sl _twr Olg 31 i Ol _odhosl w3 45 ol AadDhe 1 5 0l
9314 QLMB\CB\}).) Gl Litme St sl 0 00 31 1S &g W e
.S - S EFCR ST WV PRCION P - FUSTOV-3 R ESCI IR L I ¥ LV VR
) OB (gl sl ' doogd et 5 Ol b odomg Jails 3 by 0Ll gms 0155 s
Al 50 5Ly GUT IS 5 emenal 5 o5 a0 0 0 oDl (S8 i
NERUN IR NP PR F S FOSE DY JCU PEST IS W PO
R o e 48 05 555 Ay ol ) 5o e cnl S oululis

Lol s s3daze BTl ol Gosad 3 B

Il 53 sl Gl 5 ld 48 520 ooy om0 5 o (S plds
69 3558 Olear 4 000 LSS ol o Ll <YL s C;b 3ysakle e 55 e )Y
B .JJS LSJ;_M Qﬁ)‘:ﬁ LS’LQJ’J oK..i’J‘JJJ\) (C\Qﬁc_\‘\f‘O) dAyLM!\ @)U C)L;JLEA
Sz b Ll Dl 9,8 5 Ui L L et Sl 51 el 393 0
90 o6l oli:.sb}a.u Sl 48 a2 e dns 253 5Ly liiS )d )5 cypaioean
G S b 59 45 (2 B s gl 4y 51 80 bl Compo e 5 25 05,0

LS Ol 4 JeaSS s 05 S

o %JES@L;.JJJ\)W u.éfa_ﬁ g_é)Lo Lﬁ’)‘p&?‘} g_ej.,z? 4;.:»})3‘))}5- &:)L\SUQJj‘
Jlu 53 s baa S gy polae SIS Gguld ol o dos Jladns Q.:So-
395 (6,553 Al o )= Qlgmeils gl 0l olKsls SrS5 893 3 S L p\A7#
Qﬁ”bﬂg@j@;’s\&@tﬂg}&j&j\ﬁLS’LEJJ‘@’“Q?‘J@;’S’-‘M‘P‘)

1. Rustom, Mohammed, Equilibrium and Realization: William Chittick on Self and Cosmos, p. 55-56.
AV 2 77 lad Yo aSimor pldys bleys 38l iy 20 s Y



FBURS GspS 45 (A o5t 33 13 L3 (GMA B) sl e llde
S(EPVY D) 55 ol i oy atamy Qo 5 012,518 LTS e
Doy o ol o (BVTF O3) LS 3l 010 5 (3598 O8) less pldonms
pir SLS 5l sl (glaods sy ol 534S pe gpj,.pl.\\ O (Glamedz0d
) el Sl sl aen Gl oy 5 oime Slalllas . el (S o gt
b s op des Olgr gaallosy 5 el ples cls 0 | Sz s ey
et (5 S o BT 0T s by sl (sla 2S5 a5 J3la> L 5 alllas
b (GPAA ) e cpadlysisd Dhaad 5 iy Qlr & S5 5 55358 Blyo |y Y ls
S 539 Ol 55 Jlw o3 39 S 13,8 i 5 e § SN 0L
33 el e i OB a0 _gznn Eoslg  JJg cilas 0l 53 jes #1065 aS cusls
Ol 53 bl 5 Jmami )55 53 51.55,8 B35 by 4 aS s Esl YOV JL
P 53 b 3350 Ol 50 ramen 25 S0 )y Sl 0B)le 5 Olsuld 51 Sy s
bl gt limns 3l o5 i shan ar by o So) Gogaad S i 31 Sty
Sl 5 Ol oS 5 St il St 355 Sl Lapadhé 5 (S0l

3550 o 0l Al 5 CnS alasb el

b 2ol st s 48 580 S b s O Aol 0 Sl 51 oy St
L e VA Il s QLS ldas 708 el aSn Do OUS ol 3 Tas
a8 a3 A ol 1 e aldy s i b Oly e
SIS Mo G 5o el andlni ) o ol ol plad 39 dims o8 Sz
T2 B OS St 1) oS Dl Ly 353 DS s s
20> pMaol (il 3 ol (L 0leS dsel (LS ol 3 1S i
Sl A 5 4955 gy e 5 250 gl elal fold 4S5, S Lol el s
o35 o a8 g5dsn ool g LS L Sz el 5 Gl JaS 5 b yma

1. Chittik, William, Lamborn, Wilson: Divine Flashes, Paulist Press, 1982.

2. Chittick, William, The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn al _Arabi's Metaphysics of Imagination, State
University of New York Prees, 1989.

3. Chittick, William, The Self-Discloesr of God: Principles of Ibn al_Arabi's Cosmology, State University
of New York Prees, 1998.
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2. Chittik, Ibn Arabi Heir to Prophet, p.133.
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wujud is not simply the fact of being or existing - the fact that something is there to

be found. Rather, wujud is also the reality of finding, which is to say that it is

awareness, consciousness, understanding and knowledge.’
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