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Some Aspects of the Book Tahdib-ul-Akhlaq
of Ibn Miskawayh

Richard Waltzer / Translated by Dawood
Haghi, Hossein Kia

Abstract: This article is about the sources of
Abu Ali Miskawayh Razi in the authoring of
the book Tahdib-ul-Akhlaq, and the author
has tried to find out, as far as the sources allow,
which Aristotelian or Platonic philosophers)
works and explanations were referred to by ibn
Miskawayh in writing the book. It is attempt-
ed to know on what roots the collection and
compilation Miskawayh has done between the
opinions of Platonists and Aristotelians in the
matter of ethics and the description of Aristo-
tles Nicomachean Ethics, are based. The roots
which sometimes are not found in the existing
Greek works. Where do they originate and
where are the limits of his few innovations?

Keywords: Islamic philosophy, Greek phi-
losophy, Miskawayh Razi, Aristotelian ethics,
Neo-Platonic ethics.
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27. Stob., Ecl., 11, p. 65,17 = Stoic Vet. Fragm., IIL,717. Cf. Epicurea, no. 457 Usener and, e.g. Plato, Leges V 733 ¢ 6.
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Jaeger, Gnomon, YV,1400, p. OVA.
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g 111, 0, VI, 1, V, A,\7. YA, Plotinus, e.
30. Gregory of Nyssa; cf. Jaeger, Two rediscovered works of ancient Greek Literature: Gregory of Nyssa and Macarius,
Leiden, 1954, p. 76 and no. 2
31. Proclus, In Rem p., p.135, 1, 176.22, 347,21 Kroll. In Prim. Alc., p. 30-37 Westerink. Cf. E. Zeller, Philosophie
der Griechen, 111, 2, p. 883, n. 4.
32. Pseude-Dionysius the Aeropagite
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Albert van den Daele, Indices Pseudo Dionysii, Lourain 1941, s.v. eros.
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33. Cf. also Walzer, Galen on Jews and Christians, pp.19, 41 ff.

34. Eth. Nic., 1X, 1, 1164 b 3 ff, cf. Eth. Eud., VIL, 10, 1243 b 21, Heliodorus, In Eth. Nic., p.188, 33fF, 176, 22 fE;
Michael, p. 467, 21ff. Heylbut.

35. Cf. Porphery, Sententiae, 32, Mombert; cf. De abstin., 1, 30 (p. 107, 20 Nauck).

36. Cf. Porphyry, Ad Marcellam,16 (p. 285.14 Nauck): monos (scil. Ho sophos) theophilés. W. Theiler, Die Vorbere-
itung des Neuplatonismus, Berlin 1930, p. 130.
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S. van den Bergh, The “Love of God” in Ghazali’s Vivification of Theology, Journal of Semitic Studies 1, 1956, pp.
305-21.
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37. ho hémeteros patér; cf .e.g. In Tim., II, p. 253.31: I11, p. 35, 25 Diehl. In Remp., 11, p. 318, 3 Kroll; propator: In
Parm., 1V, 6. p. 27; teknon: Marinus, Viza Procli, cap. 12.

38. Edelstein, The Hippoeratic Oath, Baltimore 1943, p. 43.

39. Epaminondas (Diodorus, X, 11.2; cf. Plutarch, De genio Socratis, 13, 583 ¢, and Jamblichus, Life of Pythagoras,
250).

40. Seneca, De brevitate vitae, cap. 14-15.

41. “......hos in veris officiis morari licet dicamus, qui Zenonem qui Pythagoran cotidie et Democritum ceterosque
antistites bonarum atrium, qui Aristotelen et Theophrastum volent habere quam familiarissimos...quae illum felici-
tas, quam pulchra senectus manet, qui se in horum clientelan contulit! habebit cum quibus de minimis maximisque
rebus deliberat, quos de se cotidie consulat, a quibus audiat verum sine contumelia, laudetur sine adulatione, ad
quorum se similitudinem effingat. solemus dicere non fuisse in nostra potestate quos sortiremur parentes forte
hominibus datos: nobis vero ad nostrum arbitrium nasci licet. Nobilissimorum ingeniorum familiae sunt: elige in
quam adscisci veils; non in nomen tantum adoptaberis, sed in ipsa bona....”. Cf. Quintilian, Insz. Or., IL,9.

42. Cf. Diog., Laert., V, 19. F. Rosenthal, Sayings of the Ancients from Ibn Durayd’s Kitab al-Mujtand, Orientalia
27, 1985, pp. 42.171 f.

43. Cf. A.J. Festugiere O. P, La révélation de Hermés Trismegiste, 1, Paris1950, p. 332.

44. Cf. Jaeger, Aristotle, Second English edition, Oxford 1948, p. 108.

45. Jaeger, op. cit., p. 106; cf. Aristoteles, fragm. 673 Rose.
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46. pp. 432,439 Rose, op. cit.

47. Cf. Zeller, Philosophie der Griechen, V. 2, p. 819, n. i.

48. ton men palaitata philosophé&santon Puthagoran kai Platona theixei (“worships as divine”) .... ton neosti de Por-
phurion kai Iamblichon kai Surianon kai Proklon. Cf. also Plato, Republic, VII, 540 C.

49. Cf. e.g. Simplicius, De caelo, p. 271, 19. 462, 20 Heiberg. A. E. Raubitschek, Hesperia 18, p. 98 ff.
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E. Frank, Philosophical Understanding and Religious Truth, Oxf. Univ. Press,1945, p.172.

51. Cf. e.g. St. Basil, Epistles, Class II, p.73 (tcknon pneumatikon), or the material collected by F. Dogler, Der Bul-
garenberrscher als geistiger Sobn des byzantinischen Kaiser, Sbornik zum Gediichtins an Paul Nikov, Sofia 1939, p. 214
ff. and Die “Familie der Konige” im Mittelalter, Historisches Jahrbuch1940, p. 397ff.

52. Cf. Casper, Geschichte des Papsttums, 2, 1933, p. 781.

53. Cf. e.g. Cicero, Tusc., III, 6. Elias, Prol. Phil., p. 9,6,31 Busse; Greg. Nyss., De Virg., p. 333.16 Jaeger; cf. W.
Schmid, Festschrift Bruno Snell, Miinchen, 1956, pp. 123f.
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55. Cf. e.g. A.D. Nock, Conversion, Oxford, 1933, p. 164ff.
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