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Shia Studies in Iran during the Pahlavi Period
Case Study: The book “Shia in Islam” by
Musa Sibat al-Sheikh

Rasul Jafarian

Abstract: Shia studies in Iran, meaning writing
about Shia history and culture, is an emerging
phenomenon that was gradually created after
the Constitutional Revolution. Part of it follows
the criticisms that were raised in the new
literature about the past of Shiism, and its peak
was in the writings of Kasravi and Hukmizadeh.
After the distribution of the book “Shiagari”,
many Shia scholars tried to research about Shia
outside the traditional and theological routine.
For this reason, books under the title of Shiite
history and similar titles were written in Iran
and Iraq. Some of them were influenced by

the historical-intellectual currents of the Arab
world, but in Iran, especially the works were
based on criticisms that had spread. A book

in two volumes entitled Shia in Islam was
published in 1328-1329, which was a criticism
of Kasravi. Allameh Tabatabai also made these
studies more general by writing Shia in Islam
and its translation into English made these
studies widespread. In this article, the historical
course of these writings is discussed.

Keywords: Shiism, Shiism in Islam, school of
Shiism, Shiism, Seyyed Musa Sabat, history of
Shiism
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