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Literary Controversy of Baha‘uddin Khujandi
and Said Hiravi
Seyyed Ali Mirafzali

Abstract: Literary controversies in the form of
poetry have a long history in Persian literature.
One of the most famous of them is an ode

that “Unsuri Balkhi has said in his critique of
Ghadairi Razi’s poems in the same weight and
rhyme of his poem and has enumerated the
flaws of his poem and Ghadairi has respond-

ed to his critiques in another ode. The five
passages that you will consider in this article are
the poetic correspondences that were exchanged
between Baha'uddin Khujandi and Saeed Hiravi
in the first decade of the eighth century AH;
Three of them are by Baha’'uddin Khujandi and
two by Saeed Hiravi. The beginning of this
correspondence has been friendly, but Khujandi
is disturbed by Saeed Hiravi's response and con-
siders it sarcasm against himself; and then they
start to mock each other. In the fourth and
fifth parts, the name of Mohammad Hanafiyyeh
is mentioned and both poets have praised him.
He was actually Amir Artina one of the rulers
close to Sultan Mohammad Khudabandeh and
apparently during his reign, he controlled the
Emirate of Isfahan and its environs. We have
found three pieces related to these poems in
other sources, which are quoted at the end of
the article.

Keywords: Said Hiravi, Baha'uddin Khujandi,
Literary Debate, Mohammad Hanafiyyeh, Amir
Artina, Kalami Esfahani
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