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Origin, Application, and Position of Phenom-
enology of Religion

Seyed Hassan Eslami Ardakani
Professor at the University of Religions and
Denominations

Abstract: James L. Cox in his book, An In-
troduction to the Phenomenology of Reli-
gion (2021), tries to compile and present the
latest achievements in this field in a coherent
text. This book, which is organized into nine
chapters, takes serious readers step by step into
a relatively different field of understanding
religion and its constituent elements and shows
the application of this method in theology.
The basis of the phenomenological method of
religion is to try to empathically confront the
perceptual content of others by suspending our
judgment and to look at the phenomenon of
religion from the perspective of religious people
and allow them to speak for themselves. But
our assumptions and beliefs prevent this from
happening. This is where the author, using the
findings of contemporary phenomenologists,
takes steps to understand religion that is unique
in its kind. In the final chapter of the book,
Cox addresses the detailed critiques of the
phenomenology of religion, responds to three
critiques, and finally shows how the phenom-
enology of religion is intertwined with the
emerging field of the cognitive sciences of reli-
gion and flourishes. The authors sympathetic
view of the Abrahamic religions, especially
Islam and the references to the Holy Qunan, is
very interesting.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Theology, Cogni-
tive Sciences of Religion, Ninian Smart, Reli-
gious Myths, Rituals, Understanding Religion.
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25. Typological phenomenology.
26. Ursula King.

27. Historical phenomenology.
28. Cumulative tradition.
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30 .Hierophany.
31 .Chaos.
32 .The Meaning and End of Religion.

33 .Eidetic intuition.
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34 .Myths.
35 .Rituals.

36 .Cosmogonic.
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37. Maurice Wiles.

38. Religious practitioners.
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39. Prophetic type.
40. Forthtellers.

41. Incarnation.
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42. Presentational art.

43. Representational art.
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In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds:
Most Gracious, Most Merciful: Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we worship, And Thine aid we seek. Show
us the straight way. The way of those on whom Thou has bestowed Thy Grace, Those whose (portion) is not wrath,
And who do not go astray.

Ali, A. Y. (translator and commentator). 1977. The Glorious Qur’an. Muslim Students’ Association of the United

States and Canada (no place of publication listed).
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45. Scripture.
46. Scriptura.
47. Harold. Coward.
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49. Diachronic.
50. Synchronic.
51. Gavin Flood.
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