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Codicology of the Qur'anic Manuscripts (15):
Qur’an of Ibn al-Bawwab, or the Copy of Aba
Sa‘d Muhammad b. al-Hussayn al-Baghdadi

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Abstract:In the Ayatullah Mar‘ashi Najafi Li-
brary (Qum), there is a small manuscript in the
Eastern Kufic script, containing two parts (the
eighth and the seventeenth) of a thirty-part
Qur’an, at the end of which there is a colophon
attributed to Ibn Bawwab in 392 AH/1002.
Based on this colophon, some have attribut-

ed the manuscript to Ibn Bawwab (d. 413
AH/1022). This article shows that although
this attribution is incorrect, and the colophon
is fake and annexed, the manuscript itself is
very old and belongs to the early fifth/eleventh
century. At the beginning of the various parts
of this Qur'an in various libraries, the name of
Abu Sa‘d Muhammad b. al-Hussayn al-Bagh-
dadi (d. 439 AH/1048) is mentioned, who was
one of the Buyid ministers in Baghdad, and it is
possible that he was either in charge of scribing
this Qur’an, or its owner. In this article, the
author brings together the remaining fragments
of this thirty-part Qur'an from several libraries
and museums of Iran and the world to examine
them in full, in terms of text, illuminations,
orthography, variant readings, and the like. The
other Eastern Kufic Qur’ans, similar in hand-
writing with the copy of Aba Sa‘'d al-Baghdadi,
have been introduced at the end of the article.
Keywords: Quran of Ibn al-Bawwab; Eastern
Kufic in the Fifth Century; Aba Sa‘d Muham-
mad b. al-Hussein al-Baghdadi; Ayatullah
Mar‘ashi Najafi Library; Forgery and An-
nexation of Colophon in Manuscripts of the

Qur'an
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D. S. Rice, The Unique Ibn al-Bawwab Manuscript in the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin: Emery Walker, Ltd., 1955,
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A small Abbasid Qur'an Fragment, XXIX, 1-mid 42, parts of section
20

Iraq or Persia, 11th/ 12th Century

Arabic manuscript on brownish paper, 22 leaves, 5 lines to the page
written in eastern kufic script with dizeritics and vowel points in green
and red, yellow commas between verses, sura headings in arnamental
kurfic in yellow, wide margins, some waterstaining, brown moroceo
binding with central medallions incorporating eight pointed stars,
interspersed with gold daots, repaired

140 x 100 mm

£4,000-6,000
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Rice, D. S., The Unique Ibn al-Bawwab Manuscript in the Chester Beatty Library, Dublin: Emery Walker, Ltd., 1955.
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