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Amid Shaneband; Unknown Liyricist of the
Eighth Century
Sayed Ali Mirafzali

Abstract: Throughout the centuries of Persian
poetry, there have been many poets without

a written work who have played a role in the
development of Persian literature in their time
and due to the lack of recording their poems,
or because of the brilliance of their contempo-
rary great poets of Persian literature, their part
in developing Iranian art was soon forgotten.
“Khajeh Amid Shaneband” is one of these
unlucky poets whose name has not found its
way into the memoirs of poetry and literary his-
tories. Even the late Saeed Nafisi, who has not
ignored mentioning the most anonymous Per-
sian poets in his book on the history of poetry
and prose in Iran, has not mentioned his name
among the poets. Amid Shanehband is one of
the great lyricists of the eighth century and

in the middle years of this century, his works
were published and quoted in some Safinahs of
poetry. In this article, 25 of his sonnets, which
have been obtained from ancient sources, are
presented for the first time.

Keywords: Amid Shanband, Persian poetry,
lyric, eighth-century poetry, poets without
book of poems
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