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Between Precision and Beauty

A Glance at the Translation of the Book of
Mysticism and Philosophy by Walter Stace
Taha Abdollahi

Abstract: Today, due to the significant growth
of translation, it has become necessary to
improve the quality of translations more than
ever. One of the least expensive and most ben-
eficial ways to achieve this is through transla-
tion criticism. Just as it is useful to study and
contrast the translations of the great translators,
their critique is not useless. In this article, I
have tried to show some of the slips of the
respected translator Mr. Khorramshahi in the
book Mysticism and Philosophy, and through
this I take a small and shaky step in the path of
translation criticism.

Keywords: Translation Criticism, Bahauddin
Khorramshahi, Walter Stace, Mysticism and
Philosophy.
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The writing of this book has been generously supported by the Bollingen Foundation, which
granted me a three-year fellowship, and then an extension of a fourth year. I am most grate-

ful for their help. (page 7)
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The greatest man who have been philosophers have felt the need both of science and of

mysticism (p13)
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This emotion[ mysticism] is the inspirer of whatever is best in man(p13)
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There is an absolute which is perfect (p14)
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the good and the real are identical -are to be rejected. (p14)
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We may put the problem of the book in another way. (p14)
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What mysticism contributes is fine and noble emotional attitudes towards the truths which

have been discovered by the logical and scientific intellect(p14)
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"Mysticism," he writes, "is in essence little more than a certain intensity and depth of feeling

in regard to what is believed about the universe. (p14)
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Mystics may be mistaken in their interpretations of their experiences(p15)
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Meanwhile we may remark that the very word "mysticism" is an unfortunate one. It suggests
mist, and therefore foggy, confused, or vague thinking. It also suggests mystery and mira-

clemongering, and therefore hocus-pocus(p15)
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Tt would be better if we could use the words "enlightenment” or "illumination,” (p15)
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I hope to discuss the actual influence of mysticism on the great philosophers of the past, the
mystical tradition in philosophy, in a later book. (p17)
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It is a presupposition of our enquiry that this admirably witty epigram, if taken literally

and at its face value, exaggerates the foolishness of scholars, and that it is possible for the

philosopher or scholar to make a worthwhile contribution to the study of mysticism. (p18)
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It is a presupposition of our) . Cewl 0l a5 (4l Loy colicilas (Admirably) :olowogs
Lol ol do 5 (A 35 dface value) g (aS cowld Lle 4 enquiry

It is plain that mysticism, like other subjects, may arouse either a practical or a theoretical

interest. (p19)
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The author just quoted calls the impelling motive of such a man "curiosity."(p19)
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But rather that it is a complete impossibility for him to do so if he has no mystical experience

himself(p19)
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To use the common cliché, when the mystic speaks, something in his utterance "rings a bell"

in the psyche of the more sympathetic and sensitive of his hearers. (p21)
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This means that all macroscopic existences and events occurring in the space-time world are

explicable without exception by natural causes. (p22)
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If prayer is understood—as perhaps no instructed theologian does now understand it—as

a request to the Deity to alter the natural course of events, then we cannot believe in the

efficacy of prayer so interpreted. (p24)
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Prayers, or "orisons," as they are called(p24)
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Such orisons constitute steps in the... (p24)
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Such orisons constitute steps in the ladder of spiritual exercises which lead to the desired goal

of mystical consciousness. (p24)
Ovsie cole 4|y Slw aS ol Sy Sl s 5 slaaly a5 5 S5 ool s sl 3 sl
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The naturalistic principle is not inconsistent with belief in an “ultimate reality," or Absolute,

or God, outside of or beyond the space-time world—whatever the metaphors "outside of"

and "beyond" may mean (p25)
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All that the principle requires is that such a being or reality shall not interrupt the causal

sequences of the natural order .(p25)
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Such systems are very much out of favor in the present-day climate of philosophical opin-

ion(p25)
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or the God of the theists(p28)
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Divine Being will be transcendent of nature. (p28)
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which implies the meddlesome interference of a capricious personal God, or gods, or spirits.
(p28)
OA 2) LS o (o5 1y syl b oblas L 1o ol 5 o8 sleallses o altun o sl
Tl b Oz L ls ased s gosps (glas Sl Salsls (sla (g3l 4t golgdery 4oy
S e IS
Il adold 4o 5 )5 S 55b 4 (capricious personal) :loeo g
We do not here question the use of the word "union." But it seems important to raise the
question whether the word "God" is appropriate. (p 178)
OAY o) Liles IS5 b 5 sy |y () 65l LT aS sl (‘J&S Ol Jsz plin s sl
ol 1o Ll ‘V‘:“Sgs‘” Doz (351 4alS’ o) S oo ] 51 sl 53 Loz g5lgid anm s
ey 0,25 4 (s > b el ol 03,5518 & > (1) 2l LTSt
ol 0dis anr 3 S 55k 4 (We do not here question the use of the word union) e g5
and these states of consciousness must, in so far as they are simultaneous, possess the unity

which is involved in being states of a single mind and in so far as they are successive, they

must possess personal identity (p178)
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he is angry with us today, pleased with us tomorrow. He entertains at different times different
ideas. He made plans for the creation of the universe in just the same sense as a human
being makes plans for the making of a house, except that God needed no material to work
with and made the universe out of nothing. Most certainly the Universal Self cannot be

identified with God in any such sense as this. (p179)
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And the One is the Infinite, whereas a person, in the sense of a separate person, is necessarily

finite, (p179)
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The main objection to identifying the Universal Self with "God" is that by doing so we might
be thought to be countenancing the very crude conceptions of God just referred to. (p179)
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So far as I know no writer on mysticism has ever attempted to apply this solution to our

paradoxes(p262)
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"I had no doubt," says N. M., "that I had seen God, that is, had seen all there is to see; yet

it turned out to be the world that I looked at every day."(p264)
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