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Broken Mirrors (13): Revised JPS as a Model of Faithful Translation to the Hebrew Structure of the Torah
Heydar Eyvazi

Abstract: This article examines one of the most significant contemporary translations of the Tanakh (Hebrew
Bible), namely the Revised JPS (2023). Its primary focus is the translation’s philological approach and the extent of
its fidelity to the structure and texture of the Hebrew text, particularly in relation to the Masoretic Text. Through
a comparative analysis of selected narrative and poetic passages—including examples from Genesis, Psalms, Isaiah,
and Jeremiah—the study demonstrates that the Revised JPS, while employing modern English, remains committed
to preserving the parallel structures, poetic imagery, institutional terminology, and lexical nuances of the Hebrew
original. The translation deliberately avoids theological reinterpretation and expansive exegetical readings, especially
those informed by Christological perspectives. Instead, its principal aim is to reflect the literary context and
rhetorical structure of the source text. On this basis, the Revised JPS may be regarded not only as one of the most
distinguished examples of source-oriented translations of the Hebrew Bible, but also as a valuable model for the
translation of sacred texts more generally.

Keywords: Hebrew Bible, Masoretic Text, Revised JPS, English translations of the Torah.
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Equip yourself for exile,

Fair Egypt, you who dwell secure!
For Noph shall become a waste,
Desolate, without inhabitants.

S ol 5 (glply 355 Revised JPS

1St el 53 65 55 g e

A dals LS el & Gl

2055wl 5 Ol
b et S el ST 0313 3 olies sl 485 gy sla e 1 LS
(Sah glme 4 ( b Ol .23 bené -Babel/222712 dibe el (i el+
@ s SO el + 0 oS5 fjjﬂ“‘ S ise 5o Ll (00 :YY JLs) (b olsba
1 e 5] 3 G S lroslr 5 0eS (2o Sl 5k
'CA_.M:.; Q...»Jg:a).; 3)‘).}5))) caJ.AT‘;E.iU‘ o C))H X CQLAJ& b."':‘.SJSO:" (':’v\-; :\.QJ.-J:)J
odal (VoY) (o | (b ol 5o (Oggmp 255 D s 4 L)S) 5 Il jeb o
Ll (loj) Caoy 939331 b sl 5 bl b -l Revised JPS ey 3y30 da 3 55 Lol Ll
oYL S5 OATA Loyl = ol ylge .l ST el 53 a8 55 Loy jume) sl 0l

A3 26 Ol gt el 5l s ol S5 48 el i 5 (5503 S5 e ol )
1S 55 0,86 g (62058 Ve 53 39,00 0T (SLLE 4 cOlinl e (145 (5o ek 51 omiios

1. Gesenius, CXXVI.

\oY

YAV | gl sl
Voylet | Y Jlw

) - JOV-FIPEY PREI}



oY

Voyleis | ¥V Ul

) T JOV-FIPEY PIVEIP}

OF) 4o olaas | dlie

6)}]&‘ g,.l?L?:.A LS‘J’ aS ol esla_ul <=b df\)‘f SJLJA :\.op-j)s s L;L;-J.:J L;j:;—b
(#:9) (moph/N) 340 =03 «(noph/q) Bgi Loyl 55 e - <aL; Lol eomwlisl
.la.o;-J.@_,.:» (=U Lo ,3 Revised JPS 5 (,.3.)5 :u.?-JJJJ 45.3).,5@ PYETS PGSOV PR W odilss-

313 5 e 551y 5 Sl Sl

O frd
duﬁ‘t}_\p (e o JLB 53 Revised JPS 5,555, 45 das o olois naigad oyl goomes
Gl ST )5 4y (s jolns 5l (51 Olsy (G L1 Bl (slins
L las (53155 5 (g 5 oo Vi) e 53 sl Tois 20 (230 5 ool sl L S
93 EN0:YY Loyl yo sl odile Hlaly e (gad Ll 4y o 5 aS A 0 s
L 1) (g 53 ol Jol ogai @ (ol e ) e 5 S8 rb (553 Slins

The sun has set on all Jslas 15 (980 psaad (G5lw Jrdl YN Ladl 5> 5608
4SS Bl op Ol oS oo JLib |y (5o Aty )3 axigs (5)lal b oy
DLl 5 (§3lunngnl s> (hmnge ddsS oo c05e 015 31 (S et e 5> Revised JPS
S by ol s glaaaz 5 51 |y 0T 48 (63,5, S s 525 1y (508 30 29

3l oo plete

iy wix

Sl 55 v o8 Ll o O 231 5 ssomay20 3,80y Jad- b Revised JPS unylb da 5.
5535 Gl S 0 w3 53 35 ee A3 5 Uil o ade dsl 5 idas olallas
S Dl s B Sl

SS grn Ol 4 Ll s o ol GA) Dl 5 L Byl ) ety (5,500 Y
oslaial 3y50 Sy wle e Gadl 3 M| 5 (golg Wl-Na ol lpds ol Jd o
ol ytns 55 S sgmas Sefaria ooy 53 o T i aSST e g0 £3,.5 13

Slraas LS 5 (.E;.A 304 Revised JPS ¢ Sla jimg 53 353 0 slg i Y
Slalas CIB 55 ¢ )b ol (Slaaar 5 55 KV LASV Al oee SIS
Sl 53 laary (sLas,Ss) sl B 3,5 )13 aolie 350 (S 5 S5l (52,90
25 S g 2315 St



OF) s laasl| e

35508) S g5 & 0Lyl ode dralr )3 Wil oo Revised JPS dox 5 4 diopllss 4z
el o Slgdl s 51451 (608 (20 48 (63,05, 1S KaS Jooly lallas 55 S5l
Ll oo ol ol S o ey 231 5l w 5 O3l olins Ol gy Sl L o
S B3yl 35 (508 (20 Sladllae 5 (Gl - ST Slallas (Lo o8 STy (slelols

Aas pals

: olne e Sladas 5L anslis 0
=l a5 LUyl gl sluliacad g5Las Ol 4 Ll o Revised JPS dses
g2 52! e T la ol Cano bl o2 568 Sl Jomilay o 139 55 4 oolas

Bl5 om ST e yiagi 5o Ll g i de e yob 4 5 A &l oS oladlie jo i
il 5 sl a5 390 S5

A 4 u..o\..u.:
Jﬁ}ﬁt_@f}b‘muowdaéﬁ%b%]’wv\ﬂ} gf)); JJA QTJ[&L};&‘] ﬁ.\s io:.vs

b Lozl sl (52,0 4TI L3 S 1gpolS s 55y 2 5 A el o0 O o iyla
dradsd ol @ aS bl b erad Slg i 3 i cosS Sl a0 o

W

sl

and the man grew richer and richer until he was very wealthy.
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