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When Translation Makes History:
The Misrepresentation of Muhammad-Bagir Majlisi in the Browne—Yasmi Narrative
Omid Hadiyan Bersiyani

Abstract: This study examines the translation of the word persecutor as “killer” (gatil) in the description of ‘Allama
Muhammad-Baqir Majlist in Ghulam-Reda Rashid Yasmi’s Persian translation of Edward Browne’s A Literary
History of Persia. It approaches this case as a classic example of the decisive role of contextual power in the
construction of historical knowledge. Employing a comparative and critical methodology, the article demonstrates
that this distortion emerged from the intersection of three influential contexts. First, the textual context: Browne’s
reliance on highly partisan secondary sources, such as Tunikabuni, and the influence of polemical narratives,
including Qazvint’s letter, on his perception of Majlisi. Second, the ideological context: the compatibility of this
portrayal with the nationalist, ancientist, and secular discourses that were prominent during the Constitutional
period and the early Pahlavi era, shaping the intellectual horizon of the translator, Rashid Yasmi. Third, the
reception context: the institutionalization of this erroneous narrative to such an extent that later and more accurate
translations—such as Bahram Meqdadr’s rendering of persecutor as “oppressor” or “persecutor” (azargar)—failed to
displace it.

The study argues that this case extends far beyond a mere lexical correction. Rather, it serves as a warning about
the role of translation in constructing or distorting historical memory. Contextual forces can override textual
accuracy and transform an error into a dominant historical narrative. Consequently, correcting such distortions
requires a simultaneous critique of the text, the translation, and the broader contextual and discursive layers that
shaped them. Restoring the more accurate equivalent, azargar (“persecutor”), can contribute to reopening the
possibility of more balanced interpretations of history only when these mechanisms of symbolic power are properly
understood.

Keywords: Muhammad-Baqir Majlisi, Edward Browne, Ghulam-Reda Rashid Yasmi, translation criticism,
contextual power, discourse, historiography, Safavid period.
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.persecuted and massacred during the

1. https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/persecute
1. to treat someone unfairly or cruelly over a long period of time because of their race, religion, or political

beliefs, or to annoy someone by refusing to leave them alone
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1. Besides the eunuchs, there grew up and attained its full development under" Mulla
Husayn," the last unhappy though well-meaning occupant of the Safawi throne at

Isfahan, another dominant class whose influence hardly made for either spiritual unity

1. https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/persecute

1. persecute somebody (for something) to treat somebody in a cruel and unfair way, especially because of
their race, religion or political beliefs: Throughout history, people have been persecuted for their
religious beliefs.

2. persecute somebody to deliberately annoy somebody all the time and make their life unpleasant

Synonym: harass. Why are the media persecuting him like this?
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or national efficiency, namely the great ecclesiastics who culminated in the
redoutable Mulla Muhammad Baqir-i Majlisi, the persecutor of 'Sufis and heretics

(Brown, 1924, p. 120).
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2.Yet Mulla Muhammad Bagqir, in spite of his formalism and fanaticism, his incredible
industry in writing books in simple and easily intelligible Persian in order to popularize
the Shi'a doctrines, and his ruthless persecution of the Sufis, is credited with

posthumous gleams of a higher humanity.(Brown, 1924, p. 404).

b 53 AIEBlslE S e 5 S AL o8 le Bhieseadle Sleagrs ol b
wlozy o Bl 5 et SLaaiaal 038 en jolats & 03 BB s ool oty o la S
sl 0 Sl i iladl 31 ol 26 2385 51 g - Olidso

das oo Ol cyle all a8 ol ol cils amg b o,db -l da 55 45 (6505 4SS
o5y dnalr 53 omes (SLojgal (G5l sosas 5 mudms 4l oy goslas sl 2150
N (sl e (lime & STin spite of JlisLu Js Sl ol Js sl
] ¢ rUuﬁ 0k 95 CE\)).U Sl 30 O

(s oLl S i 5 (e i) i S ey g a3l e L ol 5
(03l O3l (255 48 Al (Spsb L waz s ol 5,5 o )13 JolS s Lias )
1B 01 48 (g 5 Bn s 55 |y 58S ol 5l oo S n i ) s
5503l b e il o S 51 S (bl oo GBI 40 4 e jl5) 4 S
355 b 5y sl oy ol oS (1w S ke aysan |y (53U oSS

el 0t 0315 s pedmes g a8l eleS



yoed o a3 JS 8L sbaad 5oy Y

Lzpdhé (g3 31 (50 4 persecutor sjly aosr s das po OLts Jraghy ool slaasily
35 e Sl 5 Sl ol ol S 5 5] 5 5 oy
53 el 3T ool e a5 51 S aY ol .l (Blew) U ) Ky b Y 4w
S0 izad (g g0 4l Bl s a3 el 5 Al o LS ez dloya
L 3o A e ol 55 ilenygl wald |y (s ¥ gl Slolins e 355 w0
03z Jalse 0SS (1 5 Kl s o (6b e S ¥ o dapllas s
5 gy R e ) 40 (23S 53 Lo 5

(oo o A58 o) molin RS 5 (ite 3L : gl 49 Y-

Ol o300 (§rSmn 3 s ogmmn i3S 1 4l

50 sl 2l G 3l lie S5 5 38 b5 4 Lo JUS s 55 Siloell i
bl Gleni 58055 53 ool (sla sl el osliul 390 ol Adas anlllas .53 o
XS ST

cmlomn Bhkaes Colyy Al o 355 LS 5 Gl Dlsal (85 45 w13 ok Olawls
L et Sy S 8 Oldgee I3 )3 edome (Bdases )k mdga 5l
Wy S \d\ o 5 S ol Bl 48 S on 13 T |y e sl 55 o0
PEPET ECHNEE DGV PRI EY 3 (I DED RSN CIN S P S PIIN CPRCH BT |
el ks AN Dy ) a8 LS 4 S s s (65 )\ b

Sls slae e O\s\e) Ay 53 doms adle yle

il S5 Gadall a1 51 43,5 4 gl oo b sl Sl e e 0538

Mo ok dlales gz 5 ST 1e 5, 5148 W3 0¥ ((g5ht 0353 Olidgies
M‘Aﬁwﬂvﬁs&frUAﬁj\g\x\ngéuw\awuﬁsw
L 0leS o ok 9lyd St S e 51 S iy de Lo o

232 Gz Sl b ol oz 48 iz el odld 00yl sl ll el e 595 Sledin 5 by aax3)

\f

Voylet | Y Jlw

) - JOV-FIPEY PREI}



\0

Voyleis | ¥V Ul

) T JOV-FIPEY PIVEIP}

Pl s b s 5 Spls 53 0 g 6303 (i <4535 Oldgeo 5114 3
ST, Ll el (s 5 0ldgn o)y ooy LesTalS Slaysb b s o3
316 el Ll pis 4 cdingy Jlab g dsg s sl OLT S 289 38
3520 5 S ey G o (B0 5 Ik Bungy ) Slaaiy; Lz o)y
99> Sl o8l 0,5 5gals 1y GUT Dlpsy slaalas g Lol 'S
RESCEYORNICNTSRI - PICUT R F 0S F O I e

.(Brown, 1924, p. 404) (c3l>

oS3 5 S o el ol LsS S 35101 e ol it e ol el 3 |y ol 0l
s JEICC AU A\ TSP U 1 O e 0 o2 sl S Hebolen sl
.(Brown, 1924,p404)

o ool Ol i o0l 2 0 LT3 0l 48 ol 520 e (5581
03,5 355,55 | sl 51 e )3 (55550 A 45 £33 w5 Jghins s
03315513 aadoes Shdeses Slelslazedh dluy o d;\w.s@.;.a}.»;ﬁu: ]
Sl B3l U5yS a5 1S o foe SIS 5 Bl ol b s il 0!
asloear 5 L ceglimr (S - (68 forda Lol 53 b (oo (oo Ay
1! ol pdoes sl e IS T (el

03bre oo S sl Sl oda b ) el 8- 2L - (el )

Wy o bl g — A I 505 o U 5 o s 5 0 S Loy 3521

550 Sy 1 U3 e ol il pgonlilsg r@ﬁt_;» Ly 5l Ayl e OIS

S JS o 19 gl ol JaT sl il Jal il OIS 55 SIS

Yy 2lall o e o el oty oy ool 5k B OIS sl Al

Sa B3y . de d el Jlas Yy 5wl J:»}LE&X\ A e g2y e lpdomgtn

s of o 2T 3 (s Lody iaell sl gy ol ) e TS

el Olil ks coluadally Dall el by cmeLis 26 donlraoll

1. my father entered their ranks, so that by this means he might repel, remove, eradicate and extirpate the

roots of this foul and hellish growth.



S,y AL adilie b iS5 015 i b dows o il slotel il oLy

(F10-FIF o IR0 ol (.5 b abglas (giey . azhy oy
St 4o o b G o)le
Spes a3l Lo |y 03, bl 55 4 iy ol 53 il o8 = 53l (1= Ol ooy
gl oS = adke s S OLeS Aol 31 5 5 355 i 3l S o0 s ol S
Shab el asls stael ol coalde 5 b Sms 0 b 039 asdgas 31- S Shsi |y 2alSsl)]
S 2L 23l ol il 511 S Jlm 5 it i 65K 5 losloe [pll] o)
gl ol 4 ]y 35 S el s 50 §9 5 4 5l s pla3 S 1934 LT o 5005
IS T30 TG i 85 51515 48 ooz 395 (G5mn 0y [adgo] adll (I b il oo
535 Cala g 4 S5 asloms ol L LTS ()l 52150 sl ds dlesl 5 auls
jda:\ﬂfguﬁﬁj S go3 Jol- [Kos]codas TS w5 Jbjee oL s S Kea
et s ST Olias OUT a8 il 5 dasl ade llaci Ol 5 s axil bl olab
38 o0 eSS OLadbl wlie s 41y Ul 5 e (gl 0T

15 518l sl SN ja b LS £93Cmsd e G593 (G 53
032,80 b (65 LS o (2 3B Wl alos 0laniS S CIB 55 )y ol Oled (IS
oz DLl Coale cats oo ol dpol (ol 5 1B 5 1) 5 w83 (B3I ol
55 28 il e s g i (6390 5 (5S4 olin 5 o bl 51 ks
JOU VT W PA\ PSP

53 513 )5 b5 B desws e LTy Bod 300 48 5LlLas isee)

3l el as,e & edoes 3Ldeses Mo L3351 aSTTG i3 0 oo i gon K

LTI 5 203,5 Mag Gl 523 p2m 23 013 g -8 Moy 3585 o &

o #4155 5385 Cadb s SO s wlslizel s vy 3hoeses e

4L el 4y 51 4 ol iy 4 S b LS ol oS il a

e 51 il It 515 Ty T 0390 03 b il g 45 L5 e i

Sl adso O ol 553 S il o e s s 4 ploss

2308 sy ol 4 B s llezs 0Lty Shaw 4y o)y g clinidls s 5l

bobeal coslid 850 Osar 5 il aagdy as o d ol dgaol wad 5 a3

\¥

YAV | gl daf
Voylet | Y Jlw

) - JOV-FIPEY PREI}



\Y

Voyleis | ¥V Ul

) T JOV-FIPEY PIVEIP}

385 g ol oy Yl g Sl 3 bl By et L
.(OVOu,a c[b@] zu.q&.ﬁ) (o) CJJULSJ C)}L&S} C)JU&)’) CJ.)L:.G) L3

& persecutor 8y 013,55 53 ol (Slaos 3 GUas 48 das o OLis jisw ool slaasily
N5 85 Ak Lins Gl ) glalompokir (Gild dgames Ll o0 3950 (23 Lt 5B
o Osne i o 15 ol sl S 3 qolin Syl 23S 55 i, Ll
axrlpo sl & A\ ass 3 (ISl (glalanls colsy 4 sbawl b ol 45 LS e 518051
by ool SleaiS 55585 K il o8T 593 aSST o ¢ pmdoes A S\insd) sy & e

ol 0l (gl 395 e 4o

b omdes a5 LT s oo Qu“&"sa‘”‘i}vl‘ b gmden Jool e 51 1S s 35555 ol
‘Jgjfu.a P Sy (Sold) 5 (= @ dsleon 29, 5l c\.}\::\JfCM_.p\j PETIREe)
53033 0 $1465 ol 08315 b ailreglos Lot CIB 3 1y alyy ead (ST
(63501 ewlidiline 4 (olda) cwlidline 31 obwls o) S 0 (g5l «CJJCB)
Sl 5 s il Yano | el 31 K gyl o oIS — g gyl 51
S 2 a5 sly I e 36 48 Aas s S8 1y e Sl 0y

sl 3108 1 585

(295 4l b 5l (lesdS sy ks e dil

)3 53 GAAS DLl 51 (S5 6D VAN s Y¥ 5055 55 sl lyal @ o 953 oo A0l
Rl (59 135 S5 il 53 Line ol ooy S 5 (S IS8 S8
el 0 4 (5o e 55 Sy OLeld OB §l)y5 sl e 4 ey 53 S sl
s A (ot ey (i B Lot o 5 s (30 e fie
Szt b Slel S sy G (53Ul oSS 0l 3 45 el Sugliaal 5 SlexiS
ST R SRRt - EVSCVE IR I

e sy 5 31 Gt a0l ol sl oS 5l L 55 a8 el 5 i ol Cen
23 e 31 eSS ol b agrlye olKim sl 23 (plply ol oal (oSS e
2 ol g il Bl 55 g 48 0 a8 ISS (S ol
& s Sy SR Ole o haas dapllas Sy 5 (Kond s eopde S5



Ol oLﬁs); ly oK colyy Ladon a8 350 (gl s sl et ¢ olSK5 s L;J.:;LS
25 2l 5 loline

slaughter Opzman (Jb131 5 saalds 25 OS5l 5l ao 5 A5 Sl b asl ol )3 ug
2253 e 0Ll ,l8) g (sl (0Ll —w) burning s (J=3) slaying «(;Lz5)
SRS 5 Gy S5 pousy Gl Ol 3p0 Bl L 1S oo eslinul olidsus
ool Pale wlton (Oladlen O )3 45 a3 o €l (550 053 ) Grgnas Olslongy (5358
3Ll S )b st 46 sl 4ty > g o Bome Sl 5 ad ( Sin oL 3
s sl 0 0ol (655 5 (251355, O 3 oS sy sl gy 31 olsy S STl

g g Atndl> Sy 5 a2 dlals 51 L

:W\Moﬂﬂ&u

caaliadd Shis3 5 Gl 2l 0 8 45 Gyio Ohys 53 S
IS o lodidy ol bl 03,55 19 Ol 55 elisdly Sy oL
Olisoeils oS oo g Ol domma [ioo cansl 5 313 g 4 aSInill 63500
3131 s anl e sl o il s Iy A BS Ggda B 0L
106 30y oo Sl G 0lze a0 1y oS ol 395 I LT 4T s o s
YY e 1al 53 il 53 5l S o e b 0T 655 oy o ST ep93 5

el i AN s

= B 0l 55 5 Olsl ((§9ho 0353 53 48 G (S35 (ST
Ol 4 0l pad 3 b Jsl ey 51 el G 5 39 0dal 998 5Ly
S S 0len ~ ol ol ool S il sl Sl 4 e ol odles
Slaal aawly 4 Olalasly ol aS ol o3g ool = dlos,S o)Ll 55 QUsg>
b3 Ol odas i ( Slade (6y5lal b ltden (o 5 (slinn
Hi3ges Of 4 5 Jgeol @ oLﬂg;f: oldle éﬁ,.;;j@..:.swic,,; IV
) |y Oll edde s U 68 e 03 Olalle ol i 4 425
L34S (55,0 Ol Sl 5 Ljlew Gmes (Al O sl g 4
53 31l el Ly 5385 S 5 0115 3 S0 S IS 55 o
oSl p Oldas i 0 5 0l 5 pal o el s 5|

\A

YAV | gl daf
Voylet | Y Jlw

) - JOV-FIPEY PREI}



4

Voyleis | ¥V Ul

) T JOV-FIPEY PIVEIP}

L2550k 4 5Ll aml A e bog e (1lis, B Jolie 53) (0 LLS)
ALl S AU Sl [0l,e 5 Slosl] sl ol 3t j5 s Ll
53 Lagas 48 Wl (0ILS) el 08 0as o3l 5 5T o 53 (Sldkemsy
S5 Oldsas 358 )3 g4y A IS (Glywl (il 4B 5 n
ol 5 A 518 & o 5 b xS 3l doas Lol 1y BT 5 (6,8
(Ll b Lz 28 oo Slymdy oS 0 b o cwd w0y Oyl )

.(Brown, 1924, pp. 26-28)

2 Gl Sy 53 (HSS Calyy b agarlpe 51t sl o3 sl ol il yo b
igis slae (25 i 5sb 4 (Oldsa D 4 slolal a0 )3 &S sy 1 S 13
Ll o by (2SS oy W O3l (B (S iz 53 bt S LS 5 (S0
O el (@i 0 e oyl ay ($3500 5 goe0n 5 «Céjcl.;» O3 Syl 31 5L 355 &S
03,5 Cly> ugd 5l aS dew o Judos 5 odeeSul (aals aSly Gl 318l e 5
Ml b 5 s line s s a3 persecutor Bl o5 ol i on 139
b o0 Jouded alg st Sl Glala & (Ao peehe SOl

S A Olen 3 1y 4 e sl 3l a5 pl8n ooy Liopadlé ey Ay 5
ey et (e Splome pl e 5 3t (ol B0l Sl 5l S anlllas
O3l Sl 5 b5 b5 ke ( olins (68 aranad ol 55 020 85 Ly 1)l
e Al 45 3,5 ks L ;51 o persecutor Sl b agarlya 53 el il 35
ety > O (oS (63900 5 (0Ll g GLiS) a3 (S0 9las &L_.z\ SR T
2bins 3l 4 el aaSTy asll 5Ly B ) U da 45 ( 5B Jales 0
Coilmgyds (6 Sy QLS 5 sl I s el S 1S (B 135 30
g0 0 axs-lu abg e 0y95

(Ul 5 aaz prdans) S5glgiobl- ey 3L 095 .Y
abgyts pas (g Siidig; OS5 S3gdgil (520 s 1o Al
4 45 9 (JSB) 4 "persecutor” &l Q\ijj)b ool Ay a5 las Lo

s e Al Ch e odady 31 28U (G wa oyl ae L;f.\.aje) b (6,55 (sl s



5 oS S o ST il Ol 4185 55 (IYAY 9 oy 45 48 0Les
B o3 Slate ol 3lap 3o i ppoled iyl 5 s Slaolies Gy 55 Slaos
5 LaoleniS da )l el 51 a8 ol T olazarl S a8l e Gl las
OLSaiisy Jod 0 Ghaze g ya ol 53 ol 3pdi o S35 il slacsislsibl
Slalaly 45 s ot (ABOLRES Blos 55 ¢ nan WYY 51110 (glaans 53 Jlab 5 by e
oBS iea Wb b Ol 51 ) a3 G ol 53 indls (G5ho )b 0 dle b ok
Sl 25 53 38 sbxdl o 4558 Lol Ty 2y e

2500 B LA 0050055 ol OleniS a5y WY 1Y (slaans (5,85 (sliad o
Fb 13 g dm slaans B ol LT &S ey 03 5 5B o)k | el T
o5 B Sl lamen (oled 35y b aS aplasiS ol .o slS 3B oll o a5
Ol 53 a8 K3,S sl ol u.)fr.@_e Gl ly G asgie syl il KU L
L 4SSty e (Sl yly) S 4 e Slailyy

s ol 55 s 1 YpKw ol uons OlexiS (I
seDhier ceils ol ol K gy Jsl Jowd 4y il 55 4y 4Sgl.o.:_a§u.:.:_....>u
[y 2313 0 513 Cdlomgy st (SasLg 5 (Lodde o) e L& s eda
Coilmgy 5lg ol A a0 (08w aw g (BT 53 (B FITTe) LS ol Ul
Ol g Blesg cwsen Ol ) Jeb yaslacul sy cilgy aS s S lesl el
Q>)5T‘4JLE,« U:"‘ C}»ﬂ}ﬂ “ 4?"9: L)‘j QJLU:"JJ w‘éﬂ LLL}U‘L}.ALC wﬁ&w\ 4&.&)&
oSS o b s el 51 J s asdhe Jou 3590 55 Sle,S Ol e oy ls ol
o gl 4 Cllas LS aw OS5 5l enls lis og a0 (6,56 b oyl
slast e pa sl A Jow CLS W K 31 5 ol w s cads I (I il g5 o0
ol @l 3l ol .,\,:a\Jip I5ls Jlaaia) gl |y DB -l ol L;Lasibs);) Jads

(Voo AYVA L LS (e ol Hlgs 5 JSte o

1. literary field.
2. social act.
3. contextually embedded discursive act.

4.Regime of truth.
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