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Codicology of the Qur’anic Manuscripts (20)

The Qur’an of Amira bint AbT al-‘Abbas al-Hamra'i: Tracing the Lost Endowments of Astan-i Quds Radavi from
Kariz to Karbala and Paris

Morteza Karimi-Nia

Academy of Sciences (Tehran, Iran)

Abstract: In ancient Islamic centuries, endowing Qur’ans was a common practice among Shia and Sunni women. One
such example is the thirty-sections Qur’an in Iranian Kufic script, endowed by Amira bint AbT al-‘Abbas al-Hamra't,
likely a Shia woman from the 5th century AH, to the Shrine of Imam al-Rida (Mashhad). This article provides a
comprehensive historical overview of the manuscript and its endower, examining its textual and artistic features, and
tracing the dispersal of parts of this endowment over time. The manuscript is now found in the Bibliothéque nationale de
France (MS Arabe 7263), the Shrine of Imam al-Husayn (Karbala), and the Central Library of Tehran University (MS
4631), with some parts having been sold in European auctions. This study sheds new light on the cultural and historical
significance of this endowment and its connection to the Astan-i Quds Radavi library.

Keywords: 5th Century Qur’anic Manuscripts; Qur’anic Endowments by Women; Amira bint AbT al-'Abbas al-Hamra'1;
Iranian Kufic Script; Eastern Kufic; Trade in Endowed Works; Astan-i Quds Library; Endowed Qur’anic Manuscripts of
Astan-i Quds Radavi.
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3. Déroche, Frangois. Catalogue des manuscrits arabes; 2, 1. Manuscrits musulmans.Tome I, Les

manuscrits du Coran. Aux origines de la calligraphie coranique, Paris: Bibliothéque nationale, 1983.

4. https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv1b8432244c/f2.item.r=Arabe%207263
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