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On the Numerous Flaws and Deficiencies in the Translation of the Book "Arabs and Iranians in the
Islamic Conquest Narrative"
Alireza Khazaei

Abstract: The book “Arabs and Iranians in the Islamic Conquest Narrative” is a specialized work that delves
into the events known as the Arab conquests of Iran. However, its translation was undertaken by a translator
unfamiliar with the basic principles of history, resulting in a text rife with glaring errors. This chapter aims to
highlight the numerous flaws and deficiencies in the translation of the book, to illustrate to non-specialist
readers and enthusiasts the potential scientific disasters that can ensue when one ventures into specialized
fields without even a basic understanding of the relevant principles. The author of these lines hopes that this
example will serve as a lesson to them.

Keywords: Book Review, Arabs, Iranians, Islamic Conquests.
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Salman, the Ethiopian Bilal b. Ribah, and the Greek Suhayb al- Rimi are referred to

as the Sabiqiin, i.e., the first three non- Arab converts to Islam (p. 158).
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This is clearly a trope, as it echoes the same challenge which the Umayyad amir

alHajjaj b. Yasuf posed to his generals Qutayba b. Muslim and Muhammad b.
alQasim (p. 121).
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This legend is rooted in the Avesta, which describes how the monster Azi Dahaka is

killed by @ragtaona (Middle Persian: Faridiin).
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The bilingual Middle Persian and Parthian Paikuli inscription mentions one “‘Amr

King of the Lakhmids” as one of the Sasanian King Narseh’s vassals.
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