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The Position of Sheikh Saduq and His Book «Ag@id» in the
Safavid Period

By Rasoul Jafariyan

Abstract: Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-FHusayn ibn
Babiwayh Qumi (d. 381) was a prominent Shia scholar in the
fourth century of the Islamic calendar. One of the important
works left by Saduq is the book «Aq@id,» in which he elaborates
on the most important beliefs of Shia Islam in its forty-five
chapters, proving them with Quranic verses and Prophetic
traditions. The present research examines the position of Sheikh
Saduq and his book «Ag@id» in the Safavid period. The main
question of the research is to what extent the importance criteria
of Sheikh Sadug’s book «Aq@id» in the Safavid era, compared

to other Shia doctrinal treatises, have utilized the capacities for
pr(lmori(m‘ll activities in this peri()d and how influential it has
been. This research, utilizing a descriptive-analytical method
based on sources and references of this period, aims to answer
the above question. The findings of the research indicate that

in the Safavid period, the existing capacities ()fsocist(\, such as
the cultural-religious policies of Shah Tahmasb, religious and
educational institutions, and texts and teachings, were utilized
to stabilize, institutionalize, and expand Shia Islam in Iranian
society, leading to the translation of several original Arabic Shia
works into Persian.

Keywords: Doctrine, Shia Beliefs, Shia Theology, Safavid Era,
Sheikh Saduq, Sheikh Mufid, Shah Tahmasb, Mohammad
Mahdi Rezvani
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