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The Lives of Qabalas: Annotation, Transcription and Regis-
tration

Of Documents in Early Modern Iran

Nobuaki Kondo

Abstract: The article describes the tradition of documentation
as a part of written culture in early modem Iran. Unlike book
manuscript in pre-modem period, on which one can easily
expect that it has the readers and copyists, a traditional qabala
or private deed, such as a sale deed, a lease deed, a loan deed, a
marriage deed or a waqf deed, which were drawn up at Sharia
courts, one might not expect that it would be read by the public
or be copied by copyists. However, historical evidences show us
that these kinds of documents also were sometimes referred to
again and again. Sometimes they were annotated, transcribed,
and registered later. In other words, the gabalas also had their
own lives: some information added to them as annotation in the
course of time, and their information was transmitted to other
type of documents.

Keywords: Qabala, Annotation, Transcription, Sharia courts,
the Texts of Qabalas, Qajar Period, Safavid Period.

Kondo, Nobuaki: “The Lives of Qabalas: Anno-
tation, Transcription and Registration of Docu-
ments in Early Modern Iran”, Eurasian Studies.
XII (2014): pp 565-576
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1. Werner, Christoph, “Formal Aspects of Qajar Deeds of Sale”, in Kondo, Nobuaki (ed.), Persian Documents: Social
History of Iran and Turan in the Fifteenth-Nineteenth Centuries (London: Routledge Curzon, 2003): pp. 13-49;

Riza'T, Umid, Dar-amadi bar asndd-i sar'i-i dawra-i Qajar (Tokyo: Research Institute for Languages and Cultures

of Asia and Africa, 2008).

2. Cowan, .M., (ed.), The Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (New York: Spoken Language Services,
1976): pp. 739, 741.
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(Zarinebaf-Shahr, Fariba, “Economic activities of Safavid women in the shrine-city of Ardabil”, 7rSt, XXXI (1998):
pp- 246-61).
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25 The royal order is published in Fragner, Bert, “Das Ardabiler Heiligtum in den Urkunden”, WZKM, LXVII
(1975): pp. 178-88.

26 Bertel’s, E.E., (ed.), Iz arxiva Sepxov Dzujbari: materialy po zemel'nym i torgovim otnosenijam Sredniej Azii XVI veka
(Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Akademii Nauk SSSR, 1938).
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See also Werner, Christoph, “Soziale Aspekte von Stiftungen zugunsten des Schreins von Imam Riza in Mashad,
1527-1897”, in Meier, Astrid, Pahlitzsch, Johannes and Lucian Reinfandt (eds.), Islamische Stiftungen zwischen
Jjuristischer Norm und sozialer Praxis (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2009): pp. 167-89.
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Werner, Christoph, An Iranian Town in Transition: A Social and Economic History of the Elites of Tabriz, 1747-1848
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2000): p. 85
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