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A Memorable Night
Suitable for Telling Long Anecdotes
Ehsan Mousavi Khalkhali

Abstract: The present article is a Persian translation of a part of
the book Murij al-Zahab by Abul Hasan Masudi (345 or 346
AH), in which the gathering of thirteen literates and scholars
in the assembly of Yahya bin Khalid Barmaki, the vizier of
Harun, the Abbasid caliph, and their conversation about love is
reported. Before translating the text, in the introduction, each
of the people whose names are mentioned in the text have been
introduced and an attempt has been made to briefly outline the
historical background of the talks in assembly and examine its
historical validity.

Keywords: History of Islam, love, Mas'udi, Muraj al-Zahab,
Hisham bin Hakam, Ali bin Maitham, Abu Malik Hadrami,
Abu al-Huzail Allaf; Ibrahim bin Sayyar Nazzam, Bishr bin
Muwtamar, Thamama bin Ashras, Abu Jafar Sakak.
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Josef Van Ess, Theology and Society in the Second and Third Centuries of the Hijra, Translated from German by Gwen-

dolin Goldbloom, Brill: 2017, 2/482-486.
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Josef Van Ess, Theology and Society in the Second and Third Centuries of the Hijra, Translated from German by Gwen-
dolin Goldbloom, Brill: 2018, 3/33, f. 3.
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