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Muhammad Hussein Mar’ashi Shahristani and
the Treatise of Sabil Al-Najat: In Refuting
Gottlieb Pfandens Tariq al-Hayat

Heider Eyvazi

Abstract: Islamic-Christian apologetic works
are part of the precious heritage of Abrahamic
religions because they reflect the abundance

of religious information. Despite their mainly
polemical approach, these texts help us to un-
derstand the evolution of Muslims> encounters
with the Bible, and on the contrary, Christians>
encounters with the Qunan. A large amount of
these refutations belong to the 19th century;
meanwhile, few treatises can be found that have
creativity and innovation in their method and
content.

Sabil Al-Najat treatise is one of these few texts
that deserve to be examined and analyzed. As
the main topic of Pfandens treatise was sin and
its consequences, the topics of Sabil Al-Najat
treatise also correspond to it. On the one hand,
its author cites certain passages from Pfandens
Tariq al-Hayat treatise, and clearly criticizes
them. On the other hand, Sabil Al-Najat is
one of the treatises in which there are many
references to the Bible, especially the New
Testament. The present article focuses on the
methodology of the author and the sources of
Sabil Al-Najat.

Keywords: Muhammad Hussein Mar’ashi
Shahristani, Sabil Al-Najat, Gottlieb Pfander,
Tariq al-Hayat, Izhar al-Haq, Rahmatullah
Hindi, Islamic-Christian Apologetics of the
19th century.
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