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The Qur’an MS 1200 in Astin-e Qum Shrine
Museum: Left from al-Ma’miin era or 5™ centu-
ry AH.
By: Morteza Karimi-Nia
Abstract: The Qur’an manuscript No. 1200, in the
Agtan-e Qum Shrine Museum, contains the 30™ juz’
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Kufic script. Nearly 60 years ago, when the man- §
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shows that the date 198 AH, which was assigned & 325l 3) AT eolizel I s 550 2Ll e
to the copying of this MS is too early, and was prob- Ll
ably added to the beginning of the MS later. The
manuscript handwriting follows Kufic style and be-

uscript was restored, a note was discovered in its
beginning, stating that the manuscript was written
in 198 AH, in time of Abbasid caliph, al-Ma’mun.
Therefore, some consider it to be the oldest dated
Qur’an whose diacritic is original. Having a codico-
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longs to the school of a Ghaznavid scribe, Uthman
b. al-Hussain al-Warraq, but in some ways it is not
sufficiently precise including the fact that the scribe

made many mistakes in writing the Qur’anic text.
Furthermore, the orthography and syllables of the
words follows Qiyasi orthography (a complete or
non-Uthmanic rasm), and the manuscript’s variant
readings (gira ‘at) is mainly based on Abil ‘Amr
(from Basra). These are all the features that justify
the dating of the original version of book in the late
fifth century AH.
Key words: Qur’an No. 1200, Astan-e Qum Shrine
Museum, the Ghaznavid Uthman b. al-Hussain
al-Warraq, Iranian Kufic, Eastern Kufic, Aba ‘Amr

variant readings.
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