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_ Realism and Beauty: Having a Look at Leaman>s

Reading of Islamic Aesthetics

By: Muhammad Kazem Madadi al-Musavi
Abstract: Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction, by
Oliver Leaman, is a critical book or, it would be
better to say, the most critical available book about
the Islamic art or those who believe in a phenome-
non called Islamic art. The book was published by
Edinboro University in 2004, and the second edition
of its Farsi translation, translated by Ahmadreza
Abolqgasemi, was published by Mahi publication a
while ago. Although each of the chapters in the book
is about one of the fields of Islamic art, the main part
of the book, in which Lehmanys central critique of
the Islamic theorists) claims is presented, is the first
chapter which is called «Eleven common mistakes
about Islamic art» which mentions the drawbacks that
attacks different areas of Islamic art. Nevertheless, all
of the problems are not mentioned exclusively in this
chapter, and in other chapters, each of which deals
with a particular realm, Leaman has also raised im-
portant points and influential arguments with regard
to both matching the general criticisms with detailed
instances and criticizing the fans of Islamic art. In the
present article, the author first gives a brief report of
Leamanys most important ideas regarding the Islamic
art. Following this, he discusses some of the general
or detailed critiques of Leaman>s ideas and approach-
es. Finally, he is going to mention some of the points
related to the book translation.

Key words: Islamic aesthetics, Islamic art, Islamic
art theorists, Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction,
Oliver Leaman, Ahmadreza Abolgasemi, western
Islamic studies.
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___ A Review of Two Books: An Introduction to the
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Sunni sects and an Introduction to the Shiite Sects
By: Leila Thamani 6‘ &
Abstract: An Introduction to the Sunni Sects and
7= MJ‘“\ G 5 (Rl 8 =) 25 35 LS ope

An Introduction to the Shiite Sects are two books dj’L“ wﬁ-“j-“ LA;\ L‘*r"\}*" o c"\yﬁ \.«5 )l J-“\

T3 a5 blas, U_A,Lu o uw b - uu,sj\ \M, My_.uy\

which are about different sects of Islam. In spite of
the merits and strengths that these two books have,

they also have some weaknesses. With regard to the .
Wl Ly lezelds salel 5 1S5 e LIS s o 5laal U s
55 & aabllsalall e Lagis salizdly el slazedl e
oS Yksl\ﬁ L0 ge ¥l eyt iSOl i s &L cialdly

e i

books» several reprints, their gaining great trust, and
their being used as a main source in both university
and the Seminary school, the critique of these two
books seems necessary and inevitable. These two

books have been reviewed in three parts of structure,
content, and writing. While mentioning the strong
and weak points of the work, the author of the paper
presents some examples of the text. It is to be hoped
that reinforcing the positive points, and working

on the problems of the books can help improve the
Islamic sciences.

Key words: book review, Shiite sects, Sunni sects.
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— A Report of the Techniques of Manuscripts in Iran
By: Mustafa Matbarechi Isfahani
Abstract: The Farsi manuscripts kept in Astan-e g“.;\éfwi 5’4**1“ Gl
Qods library and other libraries have been published
in the form of a collection named the Farsi Manu-
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text correction group of Astan-e Qods library. This O gl S 3 Loyl s 5 b 5as by (530 bl
collection consists of 12 chapters, from1386 to 1392, i LAzl Al c\:l\
and all in all has 3133 medium octavo pages. The ) o - ) .

author of this paper is going to provide a report of the ”.:An °{:°J\ Sl Jls \f”f‘“'c & | degardl "'uj s
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scripts by Najib Maiel Heravi in cooperation with a

aforementioned chapters for the scholars of manu-
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