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Sa‘id Hawwa: The Making of a Radical
Muslim Thinker in Modern Syria

ITZCHAK WEISMANN

Since 1963, when the Ba'th Party seized power in Syria, the Muslim
Brethren movement established itself as the core of its opposition. The
Ba‘th power base consisted of a coalition of social forces which previously
were under the thumb of the Sunni urban leadership, namely lower-class
people of towns and villages and those of the Muslim heterodox com-
munities: Alawites, Druse and Ismailis.' Its fundamental principles —
particularly during the period of Salah Jadid (1966-T0) — were socialism
and secularism. Arab nationalism was pushed aside in favour of class
struggle, and nationalisation of means of production was to replace
private ownership.’ Secularism was the natural outcome of radical
socialist ideology, it served moreover as a counterbalance to the narrow
communal base of the ruling system. Even the more pragmatic and
permissive rule of Hafiz al-Asad since 1970 was insufficient compensation
for his being Alawite. Indeed, he was the first non-Sunnite in modemn
Syrian history who assumed the office of president.

The nature and principles of the Ba'th regime shaped the structure of
the oppaosition against him: the urban middle and upper classes on the one
hand, the wlama and the Muslim Brothers on the other. The latter
supplied the leadership and gave expression to both religious and
economic grievances.” When Asad’s difficulties seemed to accumulate in
the second half of the 1970s they decided to fan the uprising against him in
earnest. [ts peak was reached in the Hamah disturbances of 1982, during
which Asad was forced to bring in the army in order to suppress them.

Information about the Muslim Brotherhood in Sytia since the 1960s is
rather scant. As an underground movement it avoided exposing itsclf and
its activities, Nor was the totalitarian government which they opposed
ready to divulge any pertinent information. Yet members of the move-
ment who lived in exile considered themselves less constrained to voice
their opinion, and their writings were more revealing. The most out-
spoken among them was Sa‘id Hawwa (1935-89), regarded as the fore-
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Islamic Revivalism in Ba’thist Syria,
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Sa’id Hawwa and Islamic Revivalism
in Ba’thist Syria (*)

Introduction

Islamic revivalism has passed through three major phases in modenn
times, The tafdid (renewal) of the 17" 1o early 19" centuries was the
orthodox reaction to the inner decline of slam, which has been pervaded
by saint worship and popular practices that ran contrary to the Sharia.
The most prominent component of this revival was the Nagshbandi-
Mujaddidi sufi order, which received its reformist drive from Ahmad
Sirhindi in India and reached its apex under the guidance of Shaikh
Khaled in the Ouwoman Empire. The salgfivia of the late 19" and first
half of the 20" cenmrles reflected Islamic modernizing effort o challenge
Western political and cultural dominance. It sought to free Islam of the
shackles of traditionalism by a return o the example of the ancestors
(the: salafy, and thus o restore is initial strength. By its ever-growing
rejection of the religious institutions of later generations — the schools
of law and the mystical orders - it made room for modem organizations
such as the Muslim Brethren and the national movement. The sabuwe
{awakening) of the second half of the 20" century cxpresses Islamic
disillusionment and plight under the authori@anian miliary regimes that
swept the Middle East after independence, This most radical type of
revival has turned against the modern all-pervasive secularized siace and
seeks 1o replace nationalism with Islam as the basic identity of society.

Tajdid, salafiyya and sabwa are not only historical phases, but also
the roots of the current revival of Islam. Contemporary Islamic thinkers
may exclusively identlfy with one of them, but more often combine
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Dietrich Jung

Islamic Studies and Religious Reform.
lgnaz Goldziher — A Crossroads of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam?

Abstracts: In light of the dichotomous representation of the relationship between
Islam and the West, the life and work of Ignaz Goldziher appears to be an utter
anachronism. By applying the methodologies of Protestant biblical criticism to
the study of Islamic traditions, the Hungarian scholar of Islam and secretary of
the liberal Jewish community in Budapest became a crossroads of Tudaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam. Personally driven by a Jewish reform agenda, he became a
founding father of modem studies on Islam. The article analyzes the complex his-
torical and political context in which Goldziher developed the field of Islamic
studies. In order to understand the origin of modem images of Islam, the article
suggests putting the rise of the discipline of Islamic studies into the comtext of
nineteenth century movements of religious reform.

Keyweords: Goldziher, Islamic studies, religiou s re form, biblical criticism, Masim
intellectuals

Diietrich Jung: Odense, University of Southern Denmark, jung@sdu. dk

Since the publication of Edward 5aid’s seminal book Oriertalism in 1978, the
formation of Islamic studies and its representations of Islam have predominantly
been discussed in the context of European colonialism. There is hardly amy doubt
that the emergence of Islamic studies as a distinct academic discipline took place
within the coordinates of the asymmetric power relations of colonialism, which
certainty left their traces in the construction of Western representations of Islam.

1 I'wonld lke to hank G3tz Nordbruch, Umar Ryad and the ofher participants of the worksbop
“Re-mapping thore: T1 y

izie emcoerdars” tat tock place In May 2010 at the University of Southern Denmark. The dis
cusslon at the workshop helped enormouely to farther develop my research forthis article. Tam
also gratetul for the inslghthil comments of Catherine Schwerin and the tWo ANGIYMEUS e
viewers of DerIskan. Last but not least, I tank the Centre for Studles in Religlon and Soclefy ab
thie University of Victorla, Canada, whete [ wrote the final verslon of tils article.
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Recent Research into the History of Early Shiism

Robert Gleave
University of Exeter

Apstract

This article examines some of the scholiship on early Shiisn published in the lst decade in
Englih, French and German. Particulir emphasis is paid to the emergence of the majority Shit
Imimi trend, its self-definition and the development of doctrinal unity. Any social or political
history of early Shiism will inevitsbly be partial as the division between these categories of
analysis and the intellectal development of dogma and doctrine is somewhat artificial when
considering early lslam. The emergence of 3 dogmatic orfodoxy is linked with both the
production of 2 distinctive Shiie identity and the subsequent Imimi or Twelver wadition of
Shiite thought.

Tntroduction

This articde outline some of the recent schalaship on the early history of Shiite Isdam,
with a particulr focus on Twelver or Imdmi Shikm, The scholmhip surveyed here cov-
ers two periods, First is the period from the emergence of Elam in the exly seventh cen-
tury CE through to the consalidation of the largest Shiite bloc, the Imimiyya. The exact
date of this consolidation is an isue of dispute between schalars, with the exrliest pro-
jected date being during the tme of Imam Mubammad al-Bagir (d732), and the latest
being during the aftenmath of the Iy /Tsndili split following the death of Tmam Jifr
al-Sadig (d765). The second period is the perod from this comalidation umil the emer-
gence of a smble corpis of Indmi doctdne in the late tenth century, This period of
amund 350 years corstitutes the ‘formative’ phase of Shiite khm; by the end of the per-
iod, a set of alterrative versions of Shifsm had come into being, which were to survive
through history and into the comempaorary period Other versions of Shiism described in
the hitorical and doctrinal terature of the period either disappeared, or support for them
within the eady Mudim polity dwinded away. At the end of the tenth century CE, the
Shiite sectarian blocks, which survived the whitding of the past three centuries, formed
the bask for fiture expressions of Shiism in cheical, bte dasical and modem Islam.?
Shiism of whatever hue has always had a strong sense of its own minodty status within
the eardy Muslim community and within Elmic hitory more bmadly, This perception,
to an extent, comes ot of the common view of all Shiite writers that the leadership of
the Muslim community, which had rightflly bdonged to Shifte kaders (known as
Irmms), had been usurped by illegitimate, self-prochimed leaders (who later formed 2
majority and came to be known = the Sunnk). This usurpation lappened immeditdy
afier the dexth of the Prophet Muhamiad in 632 with the election of the Prophet's
companion Abll Bakr = Caliph (in Ambic, khafif) of the Musdlins. In Shiite historical
memaory, the Prophet’s cowsin and son-in-law, ‘Al b, Abi Talib, had been dedigrated by
the Prophet s his succesor, but Abil Bakr and his supporters chose to ignore this desig-
nation for their own nefadow purposes, When "Ali eventually was ected & cliph some
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Abstract

Current scholarship often describes early Ottoman hisioriography as a
phenomenon initiaied and conducted by the Otioman state. In particular,
the unprecedented growth in the number o f Ottoman history books com-
posed during the reign of Bayezid 1 (1481-1512) is viewed as such.
Modem historians commonly argue that in the aftermath of the Kilia
and Akkerman vicwries (1484), Bayezid 1T decided 10 propagate a new
Otioman ideclo gy and commissioned Ottoman history book s to be writen
for this purpese. This article argues that tere is not enough evidence to
sugpest that Bayezid I orchestrated or direcied this upsurge in hisiory pro-
duction. The premises of Halil fnaleik’s eadier studies in particular, upon
which much of our understanding of the subject was built, do not hold.
Keywords: Ottoman hisiory, Ottoman hisoriography, Bayesid 1,
Bayerid II, Halil Inaloik, Kilia, Akkerman

The historical accounts examined in this article come from a period described as
an era of historical enlightenment among the Otiomans. These histories, which
namated the history of the empire from it very beginning, were the earliest of
their kind in terms of constructing and legitimizing an Ottoman identity. They
ako provide evidence of an emerging historical self-consciousness among the
Ottomans., Cumently, scholars view this liersture as the product of the
Otoman stie, and suggest that the emergence of Ottoman self-consciousmess
was 3 cenfralized and state-conducted phenomenon. This article argues that
the same literature can be interpreted as the effort o findependent authors, mean-
ing that the emergence of Ottoman historical self-consciousiess may have been
a collective act of the Ottoman educated class rater than the ae. Modem scho-
lars of Ottoman hisiory commonly describe the emergence of history writing
among the Ofomans 3z a phenomenon initiated and conducted by the
Ottoman state. This was particularly so in the case of the unprecedented growth
in the number of Ottoman history books composed during the reign of Bayerid
M. Following the lead of carlier rescarch conducted by Halil Inalcik, scholars
have suggesied that in the aftermath of te Kilia and Akkerman victories
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