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Yaron Friedman, “al-Husayn ibn
Hamdan al-Khasibi: A Historical
Biography of the founder of the
Nusayri-Alawite Sect”, Studia
Islamica, N.93 (2001), pp.91-112
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Identity of the Leading Minority in Syria, Leiden : Brill, 2010.
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Studia [slamica, 2001

al-Husayn ibn Hamdén al-Khasibi
A historical biography
of the founder of the Nusayri-‘Alawite sect

This article is based on @ research fin Hebrew) by the present weiter, « al Mgy ta Hands
al-Khusibi - His Fignre and hiz Part in the Fowndation of the Nusayrl-‘Alawire Sect «, prepared
i {998 wnidér the supervision of Dr. M. M. Bar-Asher at the Hebrew University of Jernaatzm.
read aisa by Prof A Keftky from Haifie Untversity. § would like io tharik Daiid Cook wha read
an zarlier drft and added important advises . and Leigh Chipatan for teawslating skis arricle
nd for her helpful comments. Alsa f vould like fo thank Tarek 2bu Rajab for drawing my
attenfion v al-Muriajab af-‘Ani

The circumstances of the development of the Nusayri-*Alawite sect are
shrouded in mystery. The accepted view today is that the sect was formed in
Iraq during the 3rd/Oth century, and that it is connected to the person of Abil
Shu‘ayb Muhammad ibn Nusayr. (') In this paper I will attempt to prove that
Ibn Musayr s not the founder of the sect in a historical sense, and is not 50 per-
ceived by the Nusayris in a religious sense, His status in the Nusayri religion
is higher than that of the founder, and reaches that of divinity. The sect was
founded afier Ibn Nusayr’s death, by a man who has almost disappeared from
the pages of history: al-Husayn ibn Hamdéin al-Khasibi. This paper aims o
draw as complete a pleture as possible of his historical activity, using all the
available data, in order to shed light on the swudy of the Nusayriyya, still a sha-
dowy and little-known sect, In a forthcoming paper, 1 will focus on the theo-
logical aspect of these developments, which will not be expanded upon here.

1. Introduction

The Nusayriyya are a syncretistic sect characterized by mystic beliefs ori-
ginating in ghuldr (%) circles within the Shi‘a, among which the idea of the

(1) According to the Nusayri wadition, [Be Musayr was ane of the followees of the eleventh ki, Hazn
al-* Askeart (4. B6OVETA), nd peced ved from bim » new religious dispensamion. Sze H. Halm, “Muszyriyya.” EI'
VI {1995}, pp. 145-146.

[T} ghilf, plghwid: exaggersor. The appellstion of Shi'ie groups who were scoused of exgperation
{ phevlarw') i their acdoewsion of the Isdne. the ghufile amnibused superhurean abilities 1o bm, to the point of
detficasion (M.G.S. Hodgson, “Ghulix,” EFE 1 (1965), pp. 10931085,
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3. Rend Dussaud, Histoire et Religion des Nosairis (Paris: Librairie Emile Bouillon,
1900), pp. 22- 23, 25-27, 43-44.

4. H. Halm, "Das Buch der Schatten:Die Mufaddal-Traditiond er Gulat und die Ur-
sprungd es Nusai-riertums,"Der \s\am 55 (1975), pp. 224-258.



Yaron Friedman, “Ilbn Taymiyya'’s
Fatawa against the Nusayri-Ala-
wi Sect”, Der Islam, N.82 (2005),
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Ibn Taymiyya's Fatiwa against the Nusayri-Alawi Sect!

Yaron Friedman {Paris)

The view of Sunni scholars about minorities and sscts in the mediewal
Mualim world has a erucial influsnees on their actual image in the Middle
East. While &'sm is considemd a fifth school {madhab) in Tslam today,
Sunmi anthorities have never accepted such seota as Bahi'is, Druzes and
Wusay ris-"Alawis as part of Idam. This rejection of what 8 ik
as heretical sects contributed to their perssoution and isolation, which
lasted until the twentisth century.

The case of the Nusayris-flawis is an extraordinary one. Firstly,
e gabive rumors were always associated with this ssct because of ita sg-
terical mligion and cult, which were always kept o seomt. Becondly, ita
situation changed dramatically in the sscond half of the twentisth cen-
tury, the Nusayris-Alawis beooming the dominantelement in Sy ria. Their
doctrines, as well as the cironmastances that led to their rise to power, have
already been studied 2 Our purpose in this paper is to re-examine a relig-
ious decree laumched by one of the most prominent Sunni scholars in the
late medieval period regarding the subject of the Mugayris-Alawis.

The main faiwi (pl. fatiws, judicial deciion) of Tagi l-din Abmad Tbo

Taymiyya (d. 728/1528) " the moat prominent Hanbali theologian and
jursst, dealing with the Nusay riyya seot in Syria and ita status in Tslam,
waa first printed in Arabic and tramslated into French ab the end of the

'} T wouldlike to thank Dawid (06 % wha read an earlier draft of this paper and
added vahshle comments.

) R. Dvasavs, Hisvin # Religion dea Nopairia (Parin, 1900}, For & resent
study of their tealogy, see M. Ban-Asuan and A Kowsxy, The Nugayri Al
Beligi on: An Enquiry into ita Thelogy and Liturgy {Leiden, 2002).

Abant the emergence of the % lewls aa s daminent element in modern Byia, seo
Tt Prews, *The Alewi Captum of Power in Byria”, Middle Koaters Siudien 25
(1855, 429-50.

*) Bee: H. Luover, “Thn Taymiyya®, K7 TT1{1971), 951-55.

Toeer Tuboom B 2B 348360

© Wt du G yter 200
TREN 021 -18 1§

o Sl 3 plaassS w o adlie 31 (G505 iu 55 niky b
L35 0bsle - (Sl sl LTl d3e a5 aS 03,8 o)Ll e
(..§> b3 (5,505 (8l 55 dnass ol .ol bl (35,505 51 U
cOladus waS axusls Slspe |y 0Ulea eas 5 0Ly JUS 5o el
03522312 5 ot 4 425 b s (pl et (S04 435 s 4
SV Wil n St ly 0T carjggs 5 0l i Oln 55 ilie 45
e cyady b 30 Al by LS e s el (sLe!
g ‘«_iflgr‘)w‘ilé:.j oS (53l oyl (5l 5 lwl g aS ol
e fmados (3ol aenen 51U 03,8 (65l 2N el )
Sl 2 355 halsn 53 5 S ool 5,5 O3S (sl Ol e
lold 55l ans L ST ey 09 olad oyl dead ol
dyol 855 () e ol 4 slizel 53 olon 4 3lse ool 35 K03
o il e ol o853 OUT (sl S 3l el (o> B8y

355 0lef s Sl - se Ll Al sl allie o
3365 lalas Lol aS allie ol 53 sl ol oy 3 05y O
oo iie Yoo O Jlaw,5 5 039 dewilp o ygan ol 215 (6,255 053
sl s 05553 Obgle = (5 oRr (e s & e
A RN e e 5 46K sl o b 31 5 48y oLt 5
sl 4Bl s s ol 0 L g Joi (S0l 4 canes
Obiledsiin 5 axsLdlisl o 1538 ool (e 51D 255 el oy 3
2 st Pl I 0l 5 o855 2 3 (s IS <0
sl aiadls Sl 5 4 p3am aralr 55 Oligle = (i 4
g 4 Ol BB bl 5 wlis 8 4 a5 b e K3
LS oy e sl aln 0,8 50 b ad b ol selazrl - (56
s ANl 03,555 il o _lols i 5l ookl Ledlbol

AL B3 ool g )3 gl (Sem0lS

2l olle L gt 5 oy (Slala gt s 155
dhom 51 g 03 Se L B 4 0B slalB St 5 JS (1433 S
Aot Lol 65 4 OYVYV/2V 7. 0) Syas oy 0llal 33400
(’§> o Gy lame slianul 2o Cowlodalys ;o > ax by a0 el o
oS 4 ey 53 e ol 5 Sl Ohske - (Gl OLys D
S Sl 03,5 o)Ll g 0pemme cann i cabasl B eabl Ly S
o b e bl e el 15 (e 53 53 4 a5 (ol o
S a2 55 s ol 5 apemse b 5 e aw Ols s
ﬁwOﬂdﬂ}\jL«bw\cﬁM&T.\:W\wﬁcﬂub
b (5o ol Olske = (g S o sdalitie b (subns (slaiy 3
ﬁm;\@@b@b\@ﬁwdl.v.mp 0313 s RHpe
Sl 4305 ke~ (gmami b 2B 35 505 5 ades bl 0Ls
oy Slaog,S ol bl puiliad y> e 51 Wb e
685 4S ol O i . ol 0l (gdly s L1y bl
SLr0p 3 s 48 35 Glodo s aogle (g - adesloud
O b 5 3elloleal (odgo sl bosin 5 Y5k dhos 51
s SN sy 5 e 0050978 ¢ (5 ypmmaiy L o s
St 3l rabor G Sor 5 Y gn o Ogmad g Ltk 5
352035 Ol 3l b b Olea s blie Sy 5 el b K0

1P 7 € imagiodiol | 1M1 Soolo, Spanblebipmingcim ol



OTVY/VY0.p)absle ol a8 cslomi) LI sl s of
350653 LT ads slaasdes 3l o |y Sles lasdl wils

sl adls 50 Ob s

L azrs LS ol - gmal Lo ey ,UT (55 8 40
4 g )3 s Sy (S B3l e o Gl
03,5 Mo S plaxrl - b sl cdns 45 VA a3 5
ot oz Y0 s 483 ol o5 4l 55 S (51K & ol
@M@A‘}\JOMDJ‘Q\MM))‘\SA?DSQ_‘)\)J)‘.M\
D55 sl a3l 13 0o s 55 4 s 5 4Bl
@)U‘Lgﬂfc}ﬁ_: Sl 318 b -l amese )5 4 ol eslanul o
543 e Olda s e 313l s i ol S
e 3 D S oSl 3 caBp ol S gy &

sl 03,S o)L.i\@...‘:J}

(1) ol pdoliglays

w‘ﬁdwﬂudbiuw‘ﬂgﬁwﬂ}‘ a}gj

o et A5 4 oS G dlie SLL i o e
Sl 03,8 Oy 1o (6518 (Slymomn Jodosd 5 50yl slaars
Sshas s ratn oy iie 5L 3das ol e ol Glylid oS
b 2l 3 Sl 5 035 Ol ona 4o 41,58 Mo ol
iledg .y;-bﬁ..:: anslm 090 5 IS8 0590l ed (Semmier 5
‘_}5)\ L@.Jd.}yl.a) LSJLMSL:JJ.: Q:-L.,.a LY 6)@ U:")‘Lfi«'!)'} 49;;‘
ol |y Spmdos e 0 SIlos (6138 b ot ST ailars
o dls gdde - elaa| (gilwaisy ool i Gises
Sl 5 oliul s e B b aS oL s ade SClas suazs
ke el s (Fp 53 codod ool (e - (i a3
)"uisujﬁQ\gﬁ-)>¢}@w‘6g§3\}>@o)u\@&a%)§)w‘
Cf&j Ja.wa 4; wJJSG)J &‘MUJMJ.B \VYY/V\GO d\_w 4.; 4.1]9.\./3

Kais M.Firro, “The ‘Alawis in
Modern Syria: From Nusayriya
to Islam via ‘Alawiya”, Der Islam,
N.82 (2005), pp.1-31
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The ‘Alawis in Modern Syria:
From Nusayriya to Islam via Alawiya

Kais M. Firro (University of Haifa)

Introduction

The ‘Alawit in Syria have lomg be viewsd as an ewteric Shit seat,
known to outsiders as extremist and considered by their Muslim neigh-
bora as heratios. As they kept their beliefs in seoret, we have no published
aonounta of the community's tensta by insiders until the end of the Qtbo-
man pericd. This artiole analyzes the religious argumentas by which in-
siders of the ity have been attemphing to integrate into Talam. Tt
does so by forusing on the Alawi writings sinoe the Mandate when Alawia
began formmlating new hstorical and religiom olaims to help facilitate
the adoption of mationa i to g ther with Tslanisn.

Until the baginming of the French Mandate in Sy ria, the A lhwi com-
nmnity was koown sk Nagayriys or Anssrige by the looal population ab
well as by the Europeans. Despite speoulation by scholars sinoe the nine-
teenth century onthe origin of the name, most of those who deal with the
Ny risfAlow i today acoept that i origimted from Mohammad bn
Nugayr al-Bake al-Namiri (d. 883 or 873)." Supported by extremist
#hi'&, ibn Nugayr declared himaslf aa the bEb (“door”) to the sleventh
8hii imam, al-Hasan al-Askari. Acoording to non Alawi researchers,
the term al-bab (“the door”) has two senses. The first is related to the
Trinitarian conospt of the Nusey i/ Alawi faith in the three figures of "All,
Mubammad and Salmiin abbreviated by the lobters a.m & ThisplacesAli,
the Prophet’s son-in-law, in the center of the Nusayri/Alori creed as al-
s (*the meaning”) of the divinity while Mubarmmnd the Prophet rep-
resents al-ion. (“the name") or alhifah (“the weil") and aldayt (“the

) Louis Masmexos, “Nozairi®, EI7 (Leyden and London, 1934), 111, 863
Far the sontroversy amang historiam over the name of Thn Nugayrand his death,
see Hishim “Urauls, ol-dlbwiyin bayna l-usiira wa-lhagige (Beirut, 1984),
30-34. Aetarding to him the date of Thn Nugayrs death is 573,
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Kais M. Firro, Silk and Socio-economic Change in Lebanon (1860 - 1914)" (Haifa,
Haifa University Press, 1986) and "Inventing Lebanon: Nationalism and State under
the Mandate" (London, Taurus Press, 2002).
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8. Meir M. Bar-Asher and Aryeh Kofsky, “An Early Nusayri Theological Dialogue on
the Relation between the Ma 'na and the Ism” Le Museon 108.

9. Meir M. Bar-Asher and Aryeh Kofsky, “The Theology of Kitab al-Usus: An Early
Pseudepigraphic Nusayri Work”, Rivista degli Studi Orientali 71 (1998), 55-81; idem,
The Nusayri- Alawi Religion, 43-74 and on the development of the concept in the
early writings of the Nusayris see idem, “L’ascension celeste du gnostique nusayrite
et le voyage nocturne du prophete Muhammad”, in Mohammad, ad Ali Amir-Moezzi,

ed., Le voyage initiatique en terre d’islam (Paris, 1996), 133-48.

LS 3T s 5 50y 3bul 31 630 (glayss L35S S dm a0

o> & Al 355 tandlsansls MLl ozl K5y L o j5 oS
Alely ol ekl

a1 ke g puamsen IS L1y g5 allie s i 500
0 35 Ol 2 0l Jgb 55 48 e S 5 485 ol (5,5 ST
osihn 68 AST53 5 U pagie 4 L3l L gl cal 03,8 51T
4 0bsle - Gl LIS Wl sl s oy s Sl - L
ol 43513, O3l oSl sdaze <5l oalin ol s g0
(i3 8 ()Gt (i plol L 355 45 oo ) s
0)b)3 (A )b OBl a8 3w LI s deseagl 4]y 355 Ulas
(YAV.@@M Ol dazesgl (59 31 oz - sl S 5w (55
4yl Sl plie a5 Bl o ki adlaie ) Sl s oS
(Y. 0) s Olaz (2 o b oo 4 5l oy 9 s
)bj..a_nggﬁ)'\m@f,a}.Jﬂéj@bQ)ﬁJwLiAjMuT
23 4 i 53,8 OSGs JB lom 0 ps 5 o35 S0 sl
domngol 315 5,208 5 oy 4 013 wilidsen i b S B
o )3 ar Sa 3l o Jles 45(\‘\‘?.‘:)&;5\)# O3omt
131y omas (Slaoigsl 5 by Cd a0 (ST A s i 0l
se3 S 55 et i a3 ) Ak gl S
GrSUSCE el ooer s o) IS = IS (slaandlSS 5 sl

(S 515 0l - (g s syl

St > Sy 5 i o anllas 31 (5,800 i 53 5,0
ol a3 8 S a3l s a8 a3 4z S 5 (5 0
GIIObar DU 55 Olasi s s Ll & o)Ll o |
TSIV PR SR U LI B PYCRE VA FICRVEP PSS EFV L
o A ki 5 e ol S ol e s S )
sl | (Glaans 53 ponad 0 dilapyia 5 (G g2 L1
SLapl & 4 i (s 0K 5| 755 ol 03 355 4 (Slesls
Flwor ol e o3 03 31 0 ilsil gl 53 (b8 o ,ile 5
ASLE & nas lagaly (g5l S (Lo Ol e
Sy 4 (g3lize ) S 4 il oSS S (sl Blo 5l

B339 & 5 s dinis 538 53 Ol oS Gledbalae b 35 o) |y adlate ol )51
(331 Bl 51 At ol S 3 155 S
b sbeze slashate 5,0l8 ale s aild s sl s o3l sy g as-baslS 5 pda s
Cod s e (sl S s (sla it Sos 5 05y Sl Ol cayp ol oS
S5l b bl ol o 0l Sl ails ls sodls Y s Ll s e S
ol 5 b anlsD YT JLa bt yse y aild Conogarss 5y . I o Jlesl irasend
e 53 Ol gl gl 053 . A0S S5y 508 NAFS L > (gpmild Oloal
ol Ol lernnl ade Conglie (slaatin (5,5 S Bl 5l (gloutas Ny slaaness
ezl g 09)5 Sy ls oS i oy 4 VY Il 5l aS s
7. Henry Lammens, “Les Nosaris furent-ils chretiens? A propos d’un livre recent”, Re-

vue de I’Orient Chrétien 6 (1901), 33-50.

1P 7 € imagiodiol | 1M1 Soolo, Spanblebipmingcim ol



st b g ladlaialp copa og (alinadly SLIS Jles J5b
Ol 5 isucas e gl |y (olad Slere ()bl
2 Obsle — (grmai St S Lo 3 03 (2L 45w Obsle
258 g S5l Ol oS’ (2o ey 0 O il Cctgocd saas
& anala asas Sliab o Al 5 LB S 18 Olsild oo
oo S S 3V bl (Al 4 33 Sk 09y 35 ulie S
Ol 53 Ll s s S guiae slais amslr )3 e 5y
Flopld i Sbyllexralade (gyom Olel oy capes
Gt g oo e B 93 eae Sloaa Lash Nl s sl
4 g arol 5 Sl g 53 Ologle sy (sl el s
5 Ul i qjﬁo_“a\)‘\uﬂ_;.s)‘(._;}bo)ur@o):
S 23k olgle anslr L ras (g g 53 (2,8 LS e
Slodkos (25w 53 30 I 525 gl (s (sla 5,5y 5 sl
ol S 5 503U s i g o i3 @0ty 5 s 5
55 e s (Ao SLa B 5o slasy (Sn -
S oy day o025 4 4SOl L ol 4313 1 Ol g b n S
OB 5215 )by Dlalgol o8 558 Olsle 155 bbbl So)b
025 SIS 4 ygan poline g5 03, ity el 3 Ll
ke Obske 251 L5 lodl g allis b 53 58 o
dppw 3 (28 S e sl 153l Olshe 5 e dig 5038

el 0313 0L S 5 g sl

11. Kemal Karpat, “The Ottoman Ethnic and Confessional Legacy in the Middle East”,
in Milton J. Esman and Itamar Rabinovich, eds., Efhmicity, Pluralism, and the State in

e Midd\e East (Ithaca, 1988), 36..

(1) ol p Yol iglagL

sedlol s Sbeass ol 15 53,5 ane (fan e b augle
Sy ol Slapen 0,8 sll i 4 ol 4 sle Sl el
el 425 Il s 5 DLl onagad puae SLETL
) Slsan ol s (S8 Sl s abdés g 0l Ktassy
QI35 5 433 -l 5 Ol gl Colo ) 1 il03,S ks Cygun 93
ey 5 i sl il o Jalis 2y 51 Y el 5,1
Ml 53 (Gem Sl & G 0B iy 42,51 DT85 sl L
Lol st el 450 i Slale 5 6,8 (Slows JLSIL Ol
Lk OLS 3 JesS deses Ggmmen o o de 085K 5
0Pl sla M 38 5 Calde o)) (Glofog iy g oLt
oalat il Emes 3550 435 3,50 (5 1y (G 5 (5le ebso 2 ool
Sl e K ool ol Jes S abass b andl.coulos S
s b 55 0Ll SKos L pdlal aolins aalSin 3 oDl
<4y Gl 4ol ol ey ol (g LS 28 o wilnds

A3l 035 cpmedane 05008 4 Ol 3955 Sl (S5 5L SagET

JS s 0155 48 (a5 3Lzl oo e 3l oy 32
el 4y ilate jaas 5l el ol )b Ol flrw casbS
el Lol Slos dSe Sy 5 il S slacnlow
e 0di K 5 0 Lol (4, o) el 4 L
2355 Planr ) Glayld sl (%0 Jds i e o3
Olslate Lol 3y 00 oo dvacd ol (sl b oS sl 0L
4 aS 13,5 31y b dilaie > olasy a8 oot g ks 5 e

.Y/\'*Y?Odas%&ﬂl%')&dﬁ}lﬂlgﬁhifyi 53 cNLL«leASJu.\-

Meir Michael Bar-Asher, “The
Iranian Component of Nusayri
Religion”, Iran, V.41 (2003),
pp.217-227
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12. See R.Dussaud, Histoire et religion des Nosairds (Paris, 1900), pp. 17-76; M. Moo-
sa, Extremist Shi'ites: The Ghulat Sects (New York, 1988), (pp. 382-97). C. Colpe,"
The Phenomenon of Syncretism and the Impact on Islam", In Syncretistic Religious

Communities in the Middle East: Collected Papers of the Symposium, Berlin 1995,
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THE IRANIAN COMPONENT OF THE NUSAYRI RELIGION*

By Meir Michael Bar-Asher
The Hebrew Umiverrity of Jereaiem
I memsaey of my fther

Foudy of the Nugsyri nligion reveals dhe: existencs
of & notable Iranian comgonest, constiliting an
Inportant clement in the symerstiste complex of shis
religon.” This componend secms 10 bave pliyed a
gresier mole in the carly smper of the formuation of
Mugayri religion than b iis liter stages. The aim of the
presess siudy & 1o bring fo light and anslyse shis
camponent, whick, o my knowledge, has not ssmected
much scholarty attemtion.* Neversheless this stady does
not amempt io cvahate the rehtive plaoe within the
Musayrt religious system. of the varicus lements that
wamstituty its overall mosiic.? Rathes, it focuses on e
Tranism ehormwent. itsedl, alfering an mwerpretaom of de
background and circumstances against which shis
atbemmeent eovered dhe Mugayr miligion.

The varbiest Nuganyri source making o possible 10
stady the miune of Nustyri syncretism. inchafieg ils
Iramism glement, i Migied® afavid (Book of
Festivals”} by Abi 545 Maymiin b. Ciisim al-Tataring
. THI04-35), & prominest leader and prolific
sehalar i the formartive period of the Nugsor region
This is an account of the Mugml fostivals based,
accarding b the author, an & treatise by al-Husays b.
Hemdan al-Ehastht entithed of-Risila al-rivtbittne
and refierred 4o several Gmes in Mg af-aja6d.*

The other source. though it contsins somewhat
meagre additional information, i o Mugayi catehism
entithed] Kiedh T dlipinat almepaerion (lierally
“Book af tnstruction in the Nugayri religion™).* A line
wirk most probably composed during the ninsteenth
cennary, it scems w bave been influenced by Westem
Christian catech «ircalating o mi th
Syria, o attesied by René Dussaud.”

The arca of the Ny religion in which the Iranias

e prevalint s a thoalogical di
of the yawwr al-mmerie (the Irnin festival of the New
“Vear, beginning with the vemal equines) and yevm ai-
ik (the Irmmian festival of the muiumn equinax).®
These are helieved to be the doys on which the deity
weveabed itself in variows forms and garhs in ol perinds,

Mahdi & slso belved w0 take place on these scred
days.®

The deiey manifists il cyebieally in the form of &
iy, Accordng w e Musayri winisrian dociring,
dhocumenied as early as the serth centery, two entitses or
peersons {oqinbe) enmnate from dhe supeeme sspest of
ihe deity. This supreme mspest is mamed mr'nd
{comnoting mesmieg or exsence) and is ak times idenéified
with God himself. The sccond is the dm (the Name) or
the /s ihe Vil The third entity is the b4k ({aie) -
raumecy, the jate through which the gnostis believer may
contemplile the mysery of divissty while aiming 10
attain 3 mystical union with the deity @

Thats triniity reveals sl in sevin eyeles, which span
the history of srankind, In each cycle (labelled dimwr,
horerr of qubbal, the doty Bas been inecamated in
histrical or mythecal persoss. The plethora of beings
miimg & role in the Musyd divine malm inchade
bibilical figures, alongside those from te Grezk, Iranian
sl Arwy traditons. [n the sevendh and bt cycle. “the
Plubammadan cycle™ (al-guirr al-rdasmadia),
which cpens the Muslim em, the trimity was incarnated
in three key beings of eerly ksl “All o the ma'nd;
Mubssmad as the im; and Sabman she Persian s the
[

The syncretistic natung of the Nuganti religion is
apgarenl also in the liss of Ggeres in which the mniy
& incamaied throughoss the seven cyeles, heir names
deriving from various religious smaditions, Notewothy
for the presem sudy is the rle payed by Salman the
Persian, being the ultimate &b in the most impartant
trinity. Moreover, the identification of Salmin with
Rischih b, Margbén (Rikdbeh beang. in fcr, Salevin's
Persbim mame befiors bes conversion 1o bbb alludes 1o
thee comeept i which | shall reosm imer — namncly, that
the divinity is blicved 1o have revealead imsclf anwng
the Imnians aleady m ancienl tHmeE, prior 0 the
emengence of [slam. This line of tought is furber
elubormed i al-Tabarind's discussion of the festival of
Mowritz. The following pussage, which cpens the

oth mythical sad historical * Moreover, the eschat-  chapeer an Mawriz, flustrates the role neserved for the
alogical manifestation of the deity in the persan of the  Iranians in Musayr! theakogy:
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Eyal Zisser, “The Alawis, Lords
of Syria: From Ethnic Minor-

ity to Rulling Sect”, in Minorities
and the State in the Arab World,
Ofra Bengio and Gabriel Ben-
Dor(eds.), Lynne Reinner pub-
lishers, 1999, pp.91-103
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7. The “Alawis, Lords of Syria:
From Ethnic Minority to Ruling Sect
Eval Zisser

©n 15 June 1936, =i "Alawi notables signed a petition addressed to French prime minister Leon Blum. The
petition declared that the ‘Alaw peaple were different from the Sunni Musiims and that the ‘Alawis refused
to be annexed to Muslim Syria because the officlal religion of the Syrian state & Islam, and according to
Eslam, the "Alaws are comsidered infidels. ;

Amaong the ‘Alawi notables who signed this petition was *All Sulayman, a member of the Kalbiyya tribe from
the small town of Gardaha. 5 Four decades later, on 16 November 1670, his son, Hafiz al-Asad, seized
power in Syria and since 22 February 1971 has served as president. There could be na clearer evidence of

the "l m s separatist path In favor of integration e and
soclety. minority group has been transformed into the ruling nity af
Syria. U oived from a fesble and unsettied state, whose very viabiity was in
doubt, into a reglonal power with aspirations to hegemony in the Middle Exst

The story of the ‘Alawi sect s urprecedented and to a great extent unique in the histary of the Middie East
Whereas most minority sects in the region have, indeed, managed to integrate into the modem Middie
Eastern state, in most cases they have not been able to entirely overcome the sectarian barmers, certainly
no to the extent of attaining verftable pasiticns of power.

The case of the "Alawss & unique not only becawse this sect ascended to a pasition of power, but alsa
because of its humble crigins. For many years, the ‘Alawis were 2 separatist minorty sect, sodally and
ecancmically deprived, geographically isclated, and, moreaver, considered heretical. Throughaut s history,
this sect tacked a tracition of 3 seif-rule (even on its own termitory) and had always besn governed by
others.

The history of the “Alawi sect gives rise to 3 hast of questions concerniy Ing their climb to the top. Why, for
exampie, did the ‘Alawis chocse to coalesce with the Syrian state? How did they become &= oversears and
the guarantors of &= stability? Most cucally, is their merger with the Syrian state irmeversible, or is *Alawl
status in Syria, and by Implication the future of the Syrian state, stil uncertain?

The "Alawis in Syria: Square One

The *Alawi commanity ks Syria‘s Largest minorty group. It constitutes approximately 12 percent of the
state’s population—mare than twa millon pecale. than 70 In the
‘Alawi Mountains, akso referred to as Jabal al-Nusayriyya. n aiso be found alang the
Syrian coast, in the interior kowiands st of the ‘Alawl Mountal

Harna and Homs. About 3 quarter of a million or more ‘Alawis

For many years, the ‘Alawl
society. 3 The "Alawi Mouritain region, where most members of the communi ity cwelled, was a remate area
taciang econcmic or poltical significance. The main difficulties that faced the *Alzwi communi ity stemmed
from religious friction. In the eves of the Sunni majority, the ‘Alawis (Nusayris), who broke away from the
Shi'ls same thousand years ago, were (and remain) non-Mushm, heretical, and idotatrous. A formal ruing

was regarded as

handed dawn by Shaykh al-1slam 1bn Taymiyya (1263-1328) determined that spiling ‘Alawi biood &
permissible i the ‘Alawis fail to repent and retum to Istam. 5
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