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al-asfar, Miraat al-kutub, Kashf al-asfar an
wajh al-kutub wa al-asfar, and al-Zariah ila ta-
sanif al-Shiah, suggests that for completing al-
Zariah and for preparing a complete and inclu-
sive bibliography of Shiah writings a great in-
stitution should be founded. Then he goes on to
deal in detail the conditions and salient features
of this scheme.

In the section, 'summary introductions’ of
this issue the following books are introduced:

1-Mafatih al-asrar li sullak al-Asfar by Aya-
tullah Hasanzadeh Amuli.

2-Al-Ghuluw fi al-din wa fe hayat al-
Muslimin al-maasir by Abd al-Rahman ibn Mu-
alla al-Lawihaq

3. Al-wasatiyyah fi al-Islam by Mohammad
Abd al-Latif Salih al-Farkhur.

4. Payamber and some other works of Gi-
bran Khalil Gibran translated by Majid Sharif.

5. Kitabkhaneha-e-umumi wa neem-e-
umumi-e-Bayn al-Nahrayn by Yousuf al-Ish,
and translated by Asadullah Alawi.

6. Kitab dar puya-e-tarikh by Alexander
Stipchowich; translated by Hamid Reza Azeer
and Hamid Reza Shaykhi.

7. Tarikh-e-Kitab by Swandal; translated
by Mohammad Ali Khaksari.

8. Kitabshinasi-e-jahani-e-tarjameha wa
tafsirha-e-chapi-e-Quran-e-Majid by Ismet Bi-
nark and Halit Eren; translated by Mohammad
Asif Fikrat.

A Bibliography of Libraries
Ali Rafiie

Considering that historiography of libraries
goes back to the time of establishment of librar-
ies, the writer of this article has tried to inde all
the books, treatises and articles written in this
regard. The writer has, afer compiling and clas-
sifying these works, The reviewed them. The
present article, which contains a reasonably
comprehensive list of such books and treatises
occurs in the bibliography section of the magazine.

In the section 'Thematic Bibliography’,
two collections of manuscripts have been
reviewed.

The first collection is the one published by
the Institute of History of Arabic and Islamic
Studies . This has been classified and reviewed
by Mahdi Arjurnand and includes xerox copies
of valuable manuscripts from the world over.

The other collection is of the manuscripts
of Madrasa-e-Sadr, Babul, which Abul Fazl
Hafiziyan has identified and | classified. The
writer has described the method adopted by him
in preparing this list and has mentioned only

some of the ancient manuscripts by way of example.
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A Glance at the Libraries of Mosques

In this article the role of the mosque in the
lives of Muslims is highlighted, and the the ad-
vent of the book and libraries in the Islamic so-
ciety is discussed. After this the preliminary
stages of the formation of libraries in mosques
are discussed and a number of such libraries are
introduced. The method of working of these li-
braries, their manner of collecting books and
the calamities which befall books are some of
the issues dealt with alongside the review of the
book.

The section named Tajrabeha (Experiences)
contains a dialogue with scholars. Raza Ustadi,
Sayyid Mohammad Bagir Hujjati, and Sayyid
Ahmad Husaini Ashkuri have given replies to
questions about bibliography and other related
issues. The questions rep;ied to are: The listory
of bibliography in the Islamic world;the popular
modes of preparing indexes; the positive and
nagative points of indexing and the advantages
and consequences of it.

Along wiht the replies, the bibliographies
compiled by these scholars have also been introduced.

Some Islamic Libraries and Centres
of Learning
Parvez Azkaiy
In this article, as is obvious from its name,

some important Islamic Shiite libraries and cen-

ters of learning have been introduced. The writ-
er, although he does not claim to have done an
exhaustive study, does provide in his wide-
spread ‘notes valuable information to the read-
ers. At the end he has also translated a part of
late Dr. Mustafe Jawadi's writings under the
title Farhang-e-aqli wa awza-e-ijtimaiy dar asr-
e-Shaykh al-Rais Abu Ali Sina (The Rational
Culture and Social Conditions at the time of

Shaykh al-Rais Abu Ali Sina).

Libraries of Mecca and Madina
Translator:
Muzaffar al-Din Mahallati

In this article, after providing a concise his-
tory of the public libraries of Saudi Arabia, a
separate infroduction of the collections present
in Masjid al-Haram, Mecca, and Masjid al-Nabi
of Madina has been rendered. |

The writer concludes by naming some im-
portant manuscripts present in these collections
by way of a sample, and remarks that the col-
lections of rare books in these two cities are
dwindling, and some expensive manuscripts
have vanished and resurfaced in the West.

In the section, 'Research projects required
to be undertaken’ a scheme for compiling a bib-
liography of Shiah books has been put forward
by Mr. Reza Mukhtari, He has, after introduc-
ing the four valuable works in this field i.e. Ka-

shf al-hujub wa al-astar an ahwal al-katub wa
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Libraries and catastrophes
Mehrdad Neeknam
In this article, after defining a catastrophe
from the point of view of a librarian or an ar-
chive spectalist, initially a few instances of ma-
jor catastrophes which have befallen well
krown libraries of the word have been quoted
from history. Later the writer presents his pro-
posal concerning a national plan for safeguard-
ing and preserving
books in libraries the occurrence of natural

calamities.

The Progress of Work of Compilation
of the Four Persian Encyclopaedias
Mohammad Farahzad

The writer of the article, after providing a
definition of the word encylopaedia, observes:
The purpose of this article is to acquaint the
readers with the progress work of being done
to compile four contemporary encyclopaedias in
Persian. These are: Dairat al-Maarif Buzurg-e-
Islami, Dairat al-Maarif-e-Tashayyo, Danishna-
meh-e-Jahan-e-Islam, and Farhangnameh-e-
Kudakan wa Nawjawanan.

The writer has visited the compilation offic-
es of these encyclopaedias and has studied the
method adopted in requesting contributions and
preparing, furnishing and printing the articles.

Then he has compared and contrasted the vari-

ous methodologies adopted and has pointed out

both their positive as well as negative aspects.

The Best Shiah Bibliography:
A Review of al-Zariah
Nasir al-Din Ansari
Considering that this issue of the magazine
is devoted to the issue of bibliography and the
preparation of book lists, it becomes necessary
that one of the most important and voluminous
works in the field of bibliography be introduced.
This book is al-Zariah ila Tasanif al-Shiah
of Shaykh Agha Buzurg Tehrani.
The writer provides a detailed account of
the reason behind the compilation of this es-
teemed book, its history, and method adopted

in its compilation.

The Manuscripts of Ayatullah
Safai Kwansari

Ali Akbar Zamaninazhad
Among articles appearing in the book re-
views section is the review of the book list of
1500 monuscripts which have ben presented by
the Honuourable Leader of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to the library of Aastan-e-Quds-e-
Razavi. This book which has been compiled by
the efforts of Aghai Reza Ustadi has been print-
ed in the collection of the books of the Centrai

Library of Aastan-e-Quds-e-Razavi.
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raphy of articles, bibliography, of abstracts,
miscellaneous bibliography , bibliography of
bibliographies, catalogue and cataloguers, and
various other guides.

8. From the point of view of compilation
three modes of bibliographies are in vogue, al-
phabetical, institutional and yearly.

The writer provides valuable information
about the objectives and peculiarities of bibliog-
raphy at the end of the article.

The Need for a Permanent
Bookfair in Iran
sayyid Mohammad Ali Abtahi
The writer of the article, after providing a
brief report about the International Bookfair,
Tehran, 1994, and his detailed obsesrvations
concerning the permanent Bookfair of Lebenon
in the year 1992, has ennumerated the strong
and weak points of both, and has suggested in
the end that bookfairs should be held in Iran in
two forms:
1. Bookfairs of Iranian publishers.

2. Permanent international book fair.

Libraries of Islamic World
in the Middle Ages
In this article the importance of knowledge
in Islam as well as in the opinion of thinkers
has been initially dealt with. The activity of

writing books and doing translation in the edu-
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cated Islamic circles has been discussed from
this angle, and later a commentary on libraries
has been provided.

The Library of Bayt al-Hikmah, The Li-
brary of Dar al-Ilm, Khazana-e-Wagqf, Khaza-

_na-e-Kutub, and various other libraries have

been introduced in detail.

Ancient kufic storehouses
of Islamic Book

The ancient city of Kufa has always been a
cradle of civilisation and culture and has nur-
tured numerous scholars. The centres of schol-
arship and culture of Kufa have always been
active and fruitful. In this article the libraries
and ancient troves of this city have been intro-
duced in detail. Both public and private librar-
ies, such as those of Khazana-Ibn al-Anbari,
Dawud ibn Nusayr al-Taiy ibn Uqdah, Ibn al-

Kufi, etc., have been introduced.

A Brief Glance at the life and works
of Allamah Shaykh Aghe
Buzury Tehrani

Nasir al-Din Ansari

This article, which has been written as a
mark of honour for the services rendered by
Shaykh Agha Buzurg Tehrani in the field of
bibliography , contains a brief bibliography and
a list of the printed and unprinted works of this

saint of bibliographers.



Bibliography: The first step
for providing Information
Husain Masarrat

In this article various definitions of bibliog-
raphy have been provided, and while doing so
the writer has given a brief account of the histo-
ry of bibliography around the world with spe-
cial reference to its development in Islamic
countries and Iran.

The writer, in another chapter of the article,
has gvien a detailed explanation of the necessity
and importance of this science, and has then
gone to describe the different types of bibliog-
raphies as follows.

1. Bibliography, from the point of view of
purpose, is divided in two parts, analytical and
descriptive.

2. Thematically too it is divided into two

parts, ordinary and special, and the latter again
is of three types, thematic,organisational and
according to the authors’ names.

3. Bibliography is geographically divided
into three types, universal, regional and national.

4. From the point of view of time bibliog-
raphy is either current or retrospective or per-
spective.

3. From the angle of inclusiveness bibliog-
raphy is of two types, comprehensive and se-
lective.

6. From the viewpoint of information pro-
vided bibliography is divided into two, annotat-
ed or descriptive and unannotated or non-
descriptive.

7. Bibliography, from the angle of what is
being bibliographed, is classified under the fol-
lowing heads: Bibliography of books, bibliog-
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