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FROM PERSIAN UPLANDS

ASKABAD, 15th August 1918,

DEAR, M., _ You are wondering, I suppose, what
has happedn to me since I left London on the 7th:
whether I missed the train at Victoria, or took the wrong
one at Flushing: whether I dallied in Berlin, or was held
up in Warsaw: how, knowing no Russian, I contrived to
get over the long journey through Southern Russia to
Rostov, and so along the northern side of the Caucasus
and down the western shore of the Caspian Sea to Baku,
the port of outset for the Middle East.

i O SV AR ) V8 s 3 by sl 51

LONDON, 15th March 1919,

DEAR, M., _ I Left Kermanshan by car on the 7th
of February, stayed over the 9th at Hamadan, and ar-
rived at Kazvin on the 10th, Resht on the 12th, and
Baku on the 14th. At Kazvin and Resht I found our po-
litical and military representatives energetically nego-
tiating between rival elements of local politics. At Baku
I observe.

ol fpop ¢t g DS (3545 Jop el e 1 OLL
almost forgotten. And I remembered arriving at Vic-
toria from the Cape many years ago, in the thick of a
viscid, Yellow, impenetrable November fog of the
worst degree __ and sniffing it up like the breath of

heaven.
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I tried him first of all with the Lights of Canopus,
which is rather like Asop’s Fables on a big scale, It is a
very wordy and lon-winded book, full of wise saws ex-
pressed in ornate and artificial language, and the reader
had to struggle so painfully over the verbal obstacles
that the matter of the anecdotes barely reached his
mind. So we gave that up, and he brought me a book
called Malek Arslan, which is a novel of gay and won-
derful...
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