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Athenians, ] am not going to argue for my own sake,
as you may think, but for yours, that you may not sin
against the God by condemning me, who am his gift to

you. For if you will not easily find a successor to me,
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and also the soul which is under a tyrant (I am
speaking of the soul taken as a whole) is least capable
of doing what she desires; there is a godfly which goads

her, and she is full of trouble and remorse. ™"
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24. Great Dialogues of Plato, translated by W. H. D Rouse, New Yor,
Mentor Books, 1964, p. 436.
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v

who, if I may use such a ludicrous figure of speech, am
a sort of gadfly, given to the state by God, and the state
is a great and noble steed who is tardy in his motions
owing to his very size, and requires to be stirred into
life. [ am that godfly which God has attached to the
state, and all day long and in all places am always fas-
tening upon you. Arousing and persuading and repoach-
ing you. You will not easily find another iike me, and
therefore I would advise you to spare me. 1 dare say that
you may feel out of temper (like a person who is sud-
denly awakened from sleep), and you think that you
might easily strike me dead as anytus advises, and then
you would sleep on for the reminder of your lives, un-

less God in his care of you sent you another godfly ™",
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You will noi believe that I am serious; and if 1 say
again that daily to discourse about virtue, and of those
other things about which you hear me examining myself
and others, is the greatest good of man, and that the un-
examined life is not worth living, you are still less likely

to believe me.¥*
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40. Socrates, in Dictionary of philosophy: Bastern and Western

Thought, William L. Reese. New Jersey, Humanities press, 1996,
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43. Unexamined life is not worth living.

44, Apology, p. 210.
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