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In the early evening of Thursday 22 September
1988, a woman was raped at a local train station in Chi-

cago on the presence of several peole.
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The Salient feature of this incident in this account
was that nobody had moved to help the victim and her
cries had gone unheeded-for all that the rape took place
during the rush hour {p ix, 11 4-6).
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He had been in jail since February after robbing a
young woman and breaking her nose with a bottle (p x,
note 4).
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ly means that 1 have on occasion missed other relevant
features of an authar’s thought (p xiii, 11 21-24),
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However, the research of social psychologists sug-
gest that such inaction is more likely to be a product of
what has been dubbed "the bystander effect™: the very
fact that a number of people are present socially inhibits
each one of them from stepping forward.(p x, the last

three lines).
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For example, I would never have completed this
book had I not in many cases confined my reading of a

work to its chapter of forbidding wrong; this undoubted-
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In very practical terms, I owe an enormous debt to
my wife, Kim, without her help in numerous connec-
tions, the book would have taken twice as long as to
write, or alternatively ended up half the size (an out-

come she would have been the last to regret) (P xvi ).
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The verse speaks, in a string of present participles in
the nominative case, of “those who repent, those who
serve, those who pray, ... those who command right and
forbid wrong (al-amiruna bi’l-ma ‘rufi wa’l-nahuna ‘an al-

munkari), those who keep God's bounds” (p 14, note 6).

K W

P LLUICA ES PR PRI E A IER S PER S AR (P
¢OLE o g (O US 31 45 0y 48 o i LS )
HOEW 5L el 4 O as Sl 5 .. Ol
UL 3 1 5 D pal Ty ety Oy eI L
’ .(\‘_,5);11 «F) ‘_;a)u.x:.iu.-;LgLaJ',

D pbei

deJ:J;ULgLAr..ljl Slae poma ) oo 4 o
3 A5 el (BB S 04 e LSl L,

oy

NLY-1
In the course of writing the book, [ have received
much good advice from many sides. I know that [ have
not always followed it. Particulary towards the end of
the process, I have become almost as disinclined to
make drastic revisions to what I have written as Pontius

Filate (P xvi, 11 31-34),
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A final point worth emphasising is that, just as in the
context of Koranic exegesis, it is the consensus of the
later scholarly tradition that establishes that we are talk-
ing about forbidding wrong even when this is not evi-
dent from the wording of the traditions themeselves (P

45, 1126-29).
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_..Abu Mikhnaf (d. 157/773 £.), a Shiite historian well

known to mainstream historiography, reports a speech
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There are also no-eschatological traditions which can
be seen as expressions of the same tendency to draw the
teeth of the duty, though the picture they present is far
less coherent and consistent (P 42, 11 13-15).
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Finally, there are traditions that-perhpas quite inno-
cently-dwell on the ifs and buts of the duty. One ought
to start by putting oneself to rights before venturing to
command and forbid others (P 43, 11 6-8).
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When the timely sabotage of a bridge prevented
what might have been an ugly encounter between their

forces, they agreed to divide and rule. (p 236,119 -1 1)
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Thereafter we have at our disposal a succession of

00

made by Husayn (d. 62/680) prior to the battle of Karba-
la, in which he quotes the Prophet as condemning anyone
who fails to take action against an unjust ruler (lam yu-
ghayyir ‘alayhi) by deed or word. Abu’l-faraj al-Isbahani
{d. 356/967) a Zaydi but likewise well knawn to main-
stream literature, has Ja‘far al-Sadiq (d. 148/765) speak
of rebellion for the sake of forbidding wrong. He also re-
counts how Musa al-Kazim (d, 183/799), confronted
while the head of Husayn ibn ‘Ali who was killed at
Fakhkh in 169/786, pronounced him to have been one

who commanded right and forbade wrong (pp 231-2),
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One questioner has four nephews and a niece who
are not in the religiouly observant, make their living
mostly from gambling and drug-peddling, and even
now live in hope of a Taghuti restoration_may they nev-
er see it even in their dreams! (p 547,11 11-14).
Khumayni warns against severing such ties and en-
joins counselling or reproving the offender (p 547, note
296).
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Imami discussions of the duty which is more or less un-
broken from the fifth/eleventh century till the present
day (p 252).
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An author who does consider the issue is Ishaq ibn

Wahb (Burhan, 276,9), in a discussion in which he quotes

and correctly ascribes Jesus's mote and beam saying (cf.I.

Goldziher “Matth, VIL 5 in der muhammedanischen Lit-

eratur”, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Ge-
sellschaft, 31 (1877), 765-7) (p 282, note 216).
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