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this would suggest he arrived in Baghdad, where he
eventully settled in the traditionally Shi’i quarter of al-
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who maintained that the sources of law were the liter-
at... meaning of the Quran, the prophotic traditions (ha-
dith) and the legal opinions of the companions...
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and his contemporary Dawud B.Khalaf (d. 270/ 883) - a
kufan by birth who later moved to Baghdad and was
identified with the Zahiri school, from its adherents ar-
gument that doctorine and practice ought to be based on
the literal or external (Zahir) meanings of the Quran and
the hadith.

;‘JMLM}(-.LQAU’.::J{U&; Z(V\/up)r)_-ﬁ-ntnw:-j
Sopad S taaS(AAY /TV c..:.ij/ﬁ)g_.élﬁ-;ﬂ;_,b
ARGl 55 S el g oo Leass (gl Loy
L R Ty S PN O e PO PPN LR WL PLES R
3 iy S g O3 5 0 5 6 A nlie
AN KD R ESR N PO SRV S reslgt e S
o5 O 53 5 OIS 5 3l s Laday o5 a4 Wy < (AAY
J'|[o.l..iq:_'a}§ﬂrlj£ﬁ|] et asll ool CoSew 55,8
e gkl Jos seddeaS ot OLON) G b JY Ul
Chil g Gl 018 g el L Jaalll o
(28 o) e Ve
Nusayri sect
St (PN (0) o padar
Sl 4B 1 ool e
s et ab b glaa assect s )i S s
1052 Le) e WA
weuk transmitters
ind S JUE TNY o) o eanr 3
wions Ol gl fOWIL 1 ol aar 5
el U glae 4 g Jels Cais transmitter e s
4 oS transmitted o5y ;S anm gV ddsin ;. Jlasia
Ko Sl )10 03 g a5 003 S Jai0 a1, 010157 o i
Jleap ) ¢l a2 § Ol 53 OT KA 48 0l e 5
oo o lhst ful sl i sla s 5 el ¢ i
.».:....uia:'lstjj'tid,o.;_—_; YAV

oy

legalistic tendencies, were factors in the rise of tradi-
tionism among Sunnis in this period.
mFel Gl el ) g Sannd Lo e ke
Rl pp il b )byl glaay o 5 s3leas!
O 5 S ol ann 250 s il S04
23093 cplois
bl Sy gedld L & gty aar
sla S plodajhlil 4l 4 525 5 (golail o ola sl
ol i POl 53 gl S ooy gl Jalye cas il
WY o Y
Resurgent sl Lo o Lol o P el
(Sbme & ST Rising s 3l y go3 S ke (5, 4t 4y, Shi’ism
o3ly 05 oS dam SISV ay el Ol 1y g il 5 5 gB
R gives J5 a8 cenl legalistic gl 43 S| inherently
daz 73 ke c;:....lca.q-\;JL-»«SUfactors Sl s o Sl
col 83 S
o) e O
the Key proponents of Imami Shi’i rationalistic dis-
COUrse ...
- bl LT Jae dlae O s s b L e denr
SlariS et fpge [ Joot B4 0 b 1 solgitey tam 5
bl engd 51 Sa 1 /1S Lae
rationalistic dis- § Caul el da Jkey o)y :c.:..éj
LOLLS Jae allie 6 et |8 5 lesi (glims 4 couTse
2 ,e) e L F
Rationalist-oriented theological discussion were a fea-
ture of the fifth Abbasid Caliph Harun Al-Rashid (reg.
170/786- 193/809).
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In the lust, narrated from Yaqubb. Yazid, the Imam stat-
ed that those who gave up their allegiance to Ali, denied
his virtue...
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Amir-Moezzi (pp.86-7) cites the views of the shiu on
the *Uthmanic codex as noted by such heresiographers
as al-Ash’ari (Maqalat, p- 47) and Ihn Hazm (d. 56/

1034} and then al-Tstari®ini {d. 471/ 1078-9)
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The tweifth Imam was born in the month of Shaban,
most likely in 256/870. The decades surrounding his
subsequent disuppearunce following the death of his {a-
ther, the eleventh Imam al-Hassan al- Askark, in 200/874

to the death of Muhammad b.Yaqub af Kulayni in 329/
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The association between Shi’ism and dissident upris-
ings, especialy those of a socio-economic and political
nature, clearly in evidence during the first half of the
century continued into the latter part of the century.
continuing decline in the centre’s revenues stemmed in
part from the loss of Egypt and the Iranian provinces
but was especially exacerbated by the deteriorating con-
ditions in Iragi agricultural centres, particularly the
Sawad. Given the rising demands for foodstuffs placed
on the latter by the burgeoning urban complexes of
Baghdad and Samarra and, especially, the damage
wrought to these areas by the second civil war and the
siege of Baghdad in 251/865 it 1s no conicidence that
both of the major uprisings of the latter half of the third/
ninth century - that of the Zanj (from 235/ 686 -9 to
270/883) and the Qaramatians (278/891 -2 to 368/978) -
occured following the civil war and the siege of Bagh-
dad, arose in the Sawad and enjoyed the widespread
popular appeal of agricultural and commercila/ trading
clements. Both, moreover, possessed overtly Shi’i asso-
ciations, however imperfevtly these can be understood

based on the accounts of those who feared them.
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940, the compilor of the first of the “four book” of Twel-
ver hadith, would seem to have been a distinctly inaus-
picious time for the Twelver community.
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The Shi’i Vizierates and the Rise of the Banu Nawbkht
The composition of the different factions of the centre of
the Abbasid polity whose deliberations resulted in the
designation of the thirteen-year-old al-Mugtadir (reg.
295/ 908- 320/932) as caliph well illustrate the religio-
palitical configurations which dominated at the elite lev-
¢l at the turn of the century. The Jarrahid Muhammad b.
Dawud, representing the military/ merchant/ traditionist
alliance, had argued for the son of the caliph al-Mu'tazz,
although "Ali b. ‘Isa, the other Jarrahid consulted, made
no suggestion. The Shi’ite "All b, al-Furat, representing
the civilian eltie and some palace interests, propsed al-
Mukhtafi’s hrother, the young and potentially more
malleable, Ja'far, the choice of the caliph himself. The

vizier, although apprehensive of the power of three sep-
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arate military groupings - one in the provinces and two
in the city, the latier inciuding the police force -over
such a youth, ratifed this choice at the caliph’s death.
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